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B O U W E  H I J M A ,  J A C K  H O F M A N ,  P I E T  L O U R E N S ,  B E R N A R D  M A N T E L ,  R O E L  M E I J E R ,  E R I C  D E  R U I J T E R ,  H U U B  
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G U U S J E  V A R K E V I S S E R  A N D  T J E R C K  Z I T T E M A  •  A D M I N S T R A T I V E  S U P P O R T :  J A C Q U E L I N E  R U T T E  •  C O M P O -

S I T I O N  O F  T H E  B O A R D :  J A N  L U C A S S E N  ( C H A I R M A N / T R E A S U R E R ) ,  M I E K E  I J Z E R M A N S  ( C O - C H A I R W O M A N ) ,  

B A R T  H A G E R A A T S  ( S E C R E T A R Y ) ,  M A A R T E N  B R I N K M A N ,  L I E S B E T H  L A M A N  - M E Y E R ,

B A U K E  M A R I N U S ,  J A N  V A N  O L D E N ,  G E R  V E R R I P S

I S S N   5 7 4 - 2  5 6

In the previous issue (On the Waterfront 8, 2004, p. 2) we announced that we expected to receive a spe-
cial donation from the United States. As you can read on p. 4 this donation has indeed become a fact. In 
addition, we have received interesting reactions from a few Friends. We would like to open this issue with 
two of these. Finally, we would like to call your attention to a few changes to the colophon, below. In order 
to prevent any misunderstandings, we and our colleagues who are responsible for the bookkeeping for the 
Institute have made some changes to the bank account numbers and now indicate them more clearly below. 
We ask you to take note of this when you transfer money to the Friends. Further, this newsletter is now really 
a true publication, since beginning with this issue it has its very own ISSN number.

Members of the Friends of the IISH pay annual dues of one or five hundred euro or join with a lifetime dona-
tion of one thousand five hundred euro or more. In return, members are invited to semi-annual sessions featur-

ing presentations of IISH acquisitions and guest speakers. These guest speakers deliver lectures on their field of 
research, which does not necessarily concern the IISH collection. 

The presentation and lecture are followed by a reception. In addition to these semi-annual gatherings, all 
Friends receive a forty-percent discount on IISH publications. Friends paying dues of one thousand guilders or 

more are also entitled to choose Institute publications from a broad selection offered at no charge. 
The board consults the Friends about allocation of the revenues from the dues and delivers an annual financial 

report in conjunction with the IISH administration. 
The IISH was founded by master collector Nicolaas Posthumus (1880-1960) in the 1930s. For the past decade, 

two of the institutes established by this “history entrepreneur” have operated from the same premises: the NEHA 
(Netherlands Economic History Archive) since 1914 and the International Institute of Social History (IISH), 
which is now over sixty-five years old. Both institutes are still collecting, although the “subsidiary” IISH has 

grown far larger than the “parent” NEHA. (Detailed information about the IISH appears in: Maria Hunink De 
papieren van de revolutie. Het Internationaal Instituut voor Sociale Geschiedenis 1935-1947 (Amsterdam 1986) 

and in: Jan Lucassen Tracing the past. Collections and research in social and economic history; The International 
Institute of Social History, The Netherlands Economic History Archive and related institutions (Amsterdam 
1989); in addition, Mies Campfens reviews archives in De Nederlandse archieven van het Internationaal In-

stituut voor Sociale Geschiedenis te Amsterdam (Amsterdam 1989), and Jaap Haag and Atie van der Horst have 
compiled the Guide to the International Archives and Collections at the IISH, Amsterdam (Amsterdam 1999). 

For all information concerning the Friends, contact Mieke IJzermans at the IISH (mij@iisg).

D E T A I L  O F  A  

C O L O U R E D  

D R A W I N G  O F  

A  W A J A N G  

F I G U R E ,  

J O K Y A K A R T A ,  
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In the first half year of 2004 
more than 00 archival collec-

tions arrived at the IISH, of which 
half were accruals to the collections 
previously acquired. The NEHA also 
managed to expand its Special Col-
lections.

2 Leerdam Glass Factory
For Dutch people the glass in-
dustry in Leerdam is very well 
known. It is not only that most 
ordinary glass comes from there, 
including beer bottles and drink-
ing glasses, but it is also famous 
for glass by well-known designers 
such as the architects K.P.C. de 
Bazel and H.P. Berlage, and espe-
cially by Andries D. Copier. The 
well-known director P.M. Cochius 
promoted applied arts by found-
ing the Dutch Union for Arts and 
Industry (Nederlandse Bond voor 
Kunsten en Industrie: BKI). The 
artistic designs that come from 
Leerdam have also achieved in-
ternational fame. 

But strangely enough our 
knowledge about the history of 
this industry is only very meagre. 

Some publications attribute this 
to the fact that only a few archival 
pieces have been preserved. But a 
recent discovery has introduced 
a new point of view. Someone 
called the Institute in March to 
say that he had about ,5 metres 
of papers relating to the glass in-
dustry in Leerdam. A relative had 
been an important shareholder 
of the Vereenigde Glasfabrieken 
(United Glass Factories) via N.V. 
Pont’s Glasgroothandel (glass 
wholesaler) in Amsterdam, which 
also had a sales office in Leerdam. 
This was how the papers had 
ended up in his attic. The col-
lection was not very substantial 
for a company archive, but it is 
put together in such a way that 
it provides an excellent addition 
to what was already known, espe-
cially for the period from about 
875 to 935.

The papers clearly show a defi-
nite tendency towards fusions 
and the formation of cartels in 
this industry, a tendency that also 
had important consequences for 
the workers. In the seventeenth, 

Ninth Friends Day, 17 June 2004
P R E S E N T A T I O N  O F  T H E  A C Q U I S I T I O N S

eighteenth, and early nineteenth 
centuries all the Dutch glass pro-
ducers (45 in 870) worked very 
independently. This was also true 
for the first factories in Leerdam, 
where the glass industry was 
founded in 765 by the Lutheran 
Pelgrim brothers, originally from 
Bohemia. In the 870s there were 
a few new initiatives, which, by 
878, led to creation of the fac-
tory of Jeekel (whose family came 
from Denmark), Mijnssen, and 
Nieuwenhuijzen, which, as N.V. 
Glasfabriek ‘Leerdam’ in 92 ul-
timately became part of the Ver-
eenigde Glasfabrieken.

As early as 872 a national or-
ganisation of glass factories came 
into existence whose purpose 
was, among other things (just as 
a true guild), to restrict the free 
movement of workers, and in 
885 even tried to reach a national 
agreement on wage tariffs. Such 
an agreement actually happened 
in 904, partly through fear of 
the emerging union movement 
and strikes. In 907, under Ger-
man leadership, even a European 

Friends Reactions
2 Table d’hôte
One of our friends, the journal-
ist Piet Hagen, is a faithful visitor 
to our reading room. He thought 
it would be a good idea if the 
Friends would try to promote con-
tact among the visitors to the read-
ing room and create an Institute 
research community. Now, every 
Tuesday since 4 September, from 
2:5 until 3:00, a Table d’hôte is 
reserved in the lunchroom where 
Jan Lucassen functions as host to 
anyone who would like to join 
him. The table seems to have 
filled a need: each week one, two, 
or three guests talk about their re-
search at the Institute. The coffee, 
tea, soda, and fruit are free.

2 Boris Sapir
Dr Anna Sapir Abulafia, Vice 
President of the Lucy Cavendish 
College at Cambridge and daugh-
ter of Boris Sapir, informs us that 
she was delighted with the piece 
about her father in On the Wa-
terfront 8, 2004, p. 9. Addition-
ally, she wrote that she and her 
brother, Leo Sapir, had donated 
their father’s library to the IISH 
in memory of both their parents: 
Boris and Berti Sapir. Their moth-
er had her own special link with 
the Institute. She was the niece 
of Annie Adama van Scheltema 
- Kleefstra (see On the Waterfront 
7, 2003, pp. 9-) and worked in 
the library of the Institute before 

the war. It was at the Institute that 
Boris and Berti Sapir met. Anna 
Abulafia also pointed out that, 
although the article was correct 
in emphasising her father’s great 
interest in Judaica and his signifi-
cant contribution to the work of 
the Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee while he resided in 
New York, it was very impor-
tant to remember that his heart 
always remained in Russia, that 
his language was Russian, and 
that his dream was to return to 
the IISH to continue his histori-
cal research on Russian social his-
tory. When that finally became 
possible in 967, it was “a dream 
come true”.
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small rooms. Isn’t this very unfa-
vourable for attending to those 
who are ill; the fact that those 
who are ill share a bed with others 
does not improve the matter: ‘in 
most families not every person has 
a separate bed; mostly 2 to 3 chil-
dren share, or the parents share 
the same sleeping arrangement 
with  or more children [...] The 
person who is ill must continue 
to share his bed with the healthy 
ones, or the healthy are pushed in 
with other members of the house-
hold, or have to make do with a 
space on the floor.’
 Add to this the fact that ‘in 
some dwellings the toilet is also 
in the same room, and taking into 
account the terribly sad state of 
our sewers, unasked, and certainly 
undesirably, this spoils the little 
fresh air that gets into the dwell-
ings’, and it should be clear that 
Voogd thought he had advanced 
sufficient arguments to convince 
the directors that it was also in 
their well understood best inter-
est to support establishment of a 
hospital in Leerdam.

2 Letters from a Javanese 
Princess 92-96
In 888 Aletta (Let) Reydon (864-
95) and her husband, Jan Schijfs-
ma, left for the Netherlands Indies 
(Indonesia). Aletta was a teacher, 
and her husband was a military 
doctor. In 905 she returned to 
the Netherlands to stay, but her 
husband remained in Indonesia a 
while longer. Her granddaughter, 

Mrs Lettie van Meurs - Schijfsma 
offered a substantial collection of 
memoirs, correspondence, and 
photos to the Institute, via Emile 
Schwidder. The high point of this 
collection is the letters, which 
were addressed to Kaatje Schijfs-
ma (Lettie’s mother, and Aletta’s 
daughter) by the Javanese princess 
Kaïda. When Kaatje went to sec-
ondary school in Amsterdam and 
later studied in Leiden, she cor-
responded with Kaïda. The first 
letter that been preserved is from 
October 92, the last of Septem-
ber 96. That these letters com-
prise roughly 00 pages of unique 
documents testifies to their im-
portance, certainly also because 
we have the original letters here, 
and not, as with the important 
Kartini example, a collection of 
another Javanese princess that 
had been subsequently edited by 
someone else. 

Kaïda was born on  December 
893 as the daughter of the ambi-
tious prince Notodirodjo (858-
97), who had been the second 
son of the Count Pakoe Alam V, 
whose court was in Jokyakarta, 
next to that of the local sultan. 
He was one of the four princes of 
Java. Notodirodjo never became 
a pakoe alam, but did enjoy the 
same respect because he acted 
as regent for at least two pakoe 
alams (his brother and his broth-
er’s son). Notodirodjo and his 
brother had a western education. 
His membership in the Freema-
sons is quite remarkable. He also 
founded the ‘Vereeniging voor 
Hollandsch-Indisch Onderwijs op 
Neutralen Grondslag’ (Association 
for Dutch-Indonesian Education 
based on a Neutral Foundation) 
and the Javanese Scholarship 
Foundation ‘Darmo-Woro’; he 
was also chairman of the board 
of ‘Boedi-Oetomo’ (founded in 
908), and board member of the 
‘Djokjasche Kunstarbeid Associa-
tion’ (Jokyan Art Work Associa-
tion). 

Notodirodjo also allowed all 
his children - boys (including the 
well-known Noto Soeroto) and 
girls - to attend the European 
school. Kaïda went there until 
she was sixteen. She believed that 
she wasn’t clever enough to study 

cartel of bottle manufacturers 
emerged.

One document from 904 sheds 
clear light on the development of 
the workers’ relationships in the 
Leerdam glass industry, where, in 
903, 600 workers were employed 
by the N.V. Glasfabriek ‘Leerdam’ 
(previously Jeekel) alone. The doc-
ument was a request to the direc-
tor of the factory, written by the 
doctor Cornelis Voogd, who had 
been a member of the one year-
old administration of the neigh-
bourhood healthcare organisation 
in Leerdam and had acquired sup-
port from this group, which also 
included the mayor, a councilman, 
the recipient, a pastor, and a fac-
tory supervisor. Voogd, who, since 
887 had been associated with the 
factory, pleaded in the letter that a 
hospital be established, for which 
he had already accumulated the 
land and a substantial amount of 
capital. It only remained for the 
factory to agree to this.

First Voogd puts forward the 
argument that the patients can-
not, or can hardly be cared for at 
home. In any case, only 269 of the 
677 houses in the centre of Leer-
dam (where, on  May 900 there 
are 686 households comprised 
of 3,7 persons, thus averaging 
about 4.7 per household) have 
two or more rooms, or two rooms 
and a kitchen. In other words, 408 
households (‘and these are mostly 
the largest ones’) consisting of 
3200 individuals, are living in no 
more than a single room or two 

V I E W  O F  

T H E  G L A S S  

F A C T O R I E S  

I N  L E E R D A M ,  

B E H I N D  T H E  

D I K E  O N  

T H E  L I N G E  

R I V E R .  R I G H T :  

W O R K E R S ’  

Q U A R T E R S  O F  

O N E  O R  T W O  

S T O R E Y S ,  

P H O T O  C A .  

 9 0 0  ( N E H A ,  

S P E C I A L  

C O L L E C T I O N S ,  

6 6  ) .
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any further and become a teacher, 
as her sisters Karlina (‘Lien’, who 
was the first Indonesian teacher 
with a Dutch diploma) and Aka-
dia. Together with their younger 
sister Rolia and their aunt Soeti, 
they became a close-knit group of 
young women in the kraton (the 
palace) who read Dutch, attended 
meetings (such as Aletta Jacobs’ 
on women’s suffrage), perform-
ances of plays, etc. Kaïda did 
teach for a number of years at a 
Javanese school, earned a teach-
er’s certificate in needle-work (in 
order to take the examination she 
had to go all the way to Batavia), 
and took lessons in theosophy. 
The two strokes her father had 
tied her hands and forced her to 
be at home. In her letters she de-
scribes her frustrations with this. 
Her main goal was to become in-
dependent, and for that purpose 
she kept embroidering on Karti-
ni – the first Indonesian woman 
writer whom both she and Kaatje 
had read and who was a model 
for her. 

How important this corre-
spondence was for Kaïda appears 
from the following passage (25 De-
cember 93), when she received a 
photo of Kaatje: ‘My sisters and 
nieces who live in the same house 
as I do must see that photo im-
mediately. I didn’t want to give it 
to them at first, they had to guess. 
But before I said anything, they 
said: “Surely you got a letter from 
Holland, that’s why you’re so hap-
py and excited. Come, admit it, 
isn’t that true, for you are always 
that way when there is something 
for you in the mail. That’s easy to 
see on your face.”’    
 Education is the key to a hap-
py future. When her sisters and 
Kaatje have to take their examina-
tions at the same time in March 
94, Kaïda writes: ‘Oh, that will 
really be wonderful when we come 
back home with a diploma in our 
pocket. That is especially true for 
us Javanese women; with such a 
diploma you are armed in the bat-
tle of life. Freed by this, you are 
also independent. It is not only 
about this that I have to think. It 
means that many people’s hopes 
will not be frustrated. They will be 
the first Javanese woman teachers, 

and that is a great deal. Teachers, 
the future of a child also in her 
hand [...] I believe that to be de-
pendent on others is indeed very 
unlucky. Although I don’t have 
any certification, I would still 
be against being dependent on 
someone, even if it was a brother. 
No, people have to stand on their 
own. With us, if you no longer 
have any parents, it is usual to live 
with a brother until he marries 
you off to someone about whose 
existence you don’t even know of 
beforehand [...] But, thank God 
that my parents are still alive, and 
that they are even in favour of not 
only the boys but also the girls 
carving out their own places in 
society. Kaatje, I have to tell you 
that I truly get pleasure from my 
work. If you could only see how 
pleasant and uninhibite[d] the 
children are outside the lessons, 
especially the girls, sitting around 
me, talking to each other about all 
kinds of things, and yet so meek 
and obedient in the classroom. I 
feel as if they love me. It’s nice, 
isn’t it, when you know that. And 
then even how they act with one 
another. No nobles with nobles, 
subordinates with subordinates; 
no, they all behave very sweetly 
to each other. But if this relation-
ship will still continue, even when 
they later become important peo-
ple, that is the big question.’ 

2 Henri van Kol  (852-925)
One of the ‘discoverers’  of the 
above mentioned Kartini (879-
904) were the socialist representa-
tive Hendrikus Hubertus Van Kol 
and his wife. He even successfully 
argued in Dutch Parliament for a 
scholarship for her to study in the 
Netherlands. It is not completely 
clear why she finally decided not 
to go – but perhaps Dutch peo-
ple in Indonesia feared a socialist 
influence on Kartini. She married 
soon thereafter, only to die sud-
denly, following the birth of her 
first child, at the age of twenty-
five.

Since 974 the Institute has 
had an extensive archive, con-
centrated on colonialism, of this 
internationally oriented socialist 
politician. At the close of 2003, 
we received a small addition, 

K A Ï D A  W R O T E  O N   4  M A Y   9  5  T O  K A A T J E  

S C H I J F S M A  T H A T  S H E  H A D  S E N T  T W O  P O S T C A R D S  

I N  A  S P E C I A L  L E T T E R  O N   7  M A R C H  ‘ W I T H  

D R A W I N G S  O F  F I G U R E S  F R O M  W A J A N G  H I S T O R Y .  

I  R E A L L Y  D O N ’T  K N O W  I F  T H E S E  S P E C I F I C A L L Y  

J A V A N E S E  T H I N G S  W I L L  A P P E A L  T O  Y O U  [ . . . ]  

T H E S E  T H I N G S  A R E  H A N D  D R A W N ,  Y O U  K N O W  

[ . . . ]  J U S T  S U C H  A  W A J A N G  P A R T Y  T O O K  P L A C E  

H E R E  A  C O U P L E  O F  W E E K S  A G O  O N  T H E  O C C A S I O N  

O F  T H E  L A R G E  T H E O S O P H I C A L  C O N G R E S S  [ . . . ]  

T H E  A C T I O N S  I N  S U C H  A  W A J A N G  A C C O R D  W I T H  

T H E O S O P H I C A L  T E A C H I N G S  [ . . . ]  T H E  T I T L E  W A S  

‘ M I N T A  R A G A ’  [ . . . ]  T H E  D E E P E R  M E A N I N G  O F  

T H E  S T O R Y  W A S  ‘ T H E  I N T E R N A L  B A T T L E  O F  M A N  

A G A I N S T  E G O I S M ’ .  ( I I S H ,  S C H I J F S M A - R E Y D O N )
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charge of De Lange’s German 
department. Their friend Fritz 
Landshoff became head of the 
German exile literature publisher, 
Querido, which, with the publica-
tion of the famous periodical, Die 
Sammlung (The Collection), also 
became a platform for de Lange’s 
authors. It was not happenstance 
that a major portion of the books 

presented by the poet and writer, 
‘Drs P.’ (Heinz Polzer), who is 
known especially for his nonsense 
texts. He is married to a grand-
daughter of this star of Dutch, 
Dutch-Indonesian, and interna-
tional social-democratic descent. 
That is indeed special: a donation 
of papers almost eighty years after 
he had been killed by a simple fall 
from the running board of a car in 
925. He was then travelling from 
Nîmes to Brussels, where the Bel-
gian Workers’ Party was meeting 
to commemorate its forty-year ex-
istence. In Brussels he was to be 
honoured as one of the founders. 
A couple of years earlier he had 
been honoured in a major way 
because, fifty years previously, he 
had become a member of the In-
ternational Workers Association, 
the First International. Besides 
books and a letter by Willem 
Vliegen, this addition contains 
mostly photographs, including a 
special series. 

2 Allert de Lange Publishers
Recently, the IISH received a small 
(yet no less important for that) 
addition to the archive of the 
Allert de Lange Publishers. This 
addition is not about the authors 
but about Walter Landauer, the 
head of the German department 
of Allert de Lange Publishers. 
Landauer, who had run Gustav 
Kiepenheuer Publishers in Pots-
dam/Berlin, together with Fritz 
Landshoff and Hermann Ker-
sten, was summarily forced to 
leave Germany in 933, together 
with his colleagues.       
In 934 Landauer then definitively 
settled in Amsterdam, and togeth-
er with Hermann Kersten, was in 

put out by both these publishers 
in the period of 933-940 had 
previously been published by the 
Gustav Kiepenheuer Company. 
Amsterdam was the home of two 
of the most successful and larg-
est exile publishers: Querido and 
Allert de Lange - managed by 
three friends that worked well and 
harmoniously together.

P O S T C A R D ,  S E N T  O N  2  A U G U S T   9 4 4  B Y  W A L T E R  L A N D A U E R  F R O M  

‘ T E M P O R A R Y  C A M P  B E R G E N  B E L S E N ’  T O  H I S  S I S T E R  E R N A  K R A N Z ,  

W H O  T H E N  R E S I D E D  I N  I S T A N B U L ,  T O G E T H E R  W I T H  H E R  H U S B A N D ,  

D R  W A L T H E R  K R A N Z .  H E  W R I T E S  T O  H E R  I N  P E N C I L  :  ‘ L I E B E  E R N A !  

D A N K  F Ü R  D A S  S C H Ö N E  P A K E T .  W A R E  G L Ü C K L I C H  V O N  D I R  Z U  

H Ö R E N .  E S  I S T  E R L A U B T  P A K E T E  Z U  E M P F A N G E N ,  K Ö N N E N  D I R E K T  

V O N  I S T A N B U L  G E S A N D T  W E R D E N  ( N I C H T E I N G E S C H R I E B E N  O D E R  

E X P R E S S ) .  K O M M T  A L L E S  G U T  A N .  H E R Z L I C H S T  W A L T E R .”  [ ‘ D E A R  

E R N A !  T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  T H E  B E A U T I F U L  P A C K A G E .  W A S  H A P P Y  T O  

H E A R  F R O M  Y O U .  I T  I S  P E R M I T T E D  F O R  U S  T O  R E C E I V E  P A C K A G E S ,  

T H E Y  C A N  B E  S E N T  D I R E C T L Y  F R O M  I S T A N B U L  ( N O T  R E G I S T E R E D  

O R  E X P R E S S ) .  E V E R Y T H I N G  A R R I V E S  F I N E .  B E S T  W I S H E S ,  W A L T E R . ’ ]  

I F  O N E  R E A L L Y  W I S H E S  T O  R E S P O N D ,  T H E  S T A M P  S T A T E S :  

‘ R Ü C K A N T W O R T  N U R  A U F  P O S T K A R T E N  I N  D E U T S C H E R  S P R A C H E  Ü B E R  

D I E  R E I C H S V E R E I N I G U N G  D E R  J U D E N  I N  D E U T S C H L A N D ’  [ ‘ R E T U R N  

A N S W E R S  O N L Y  I N  G E R M A N  T H R O U G H  T H E  R E I C H  U N I O N  O F  J E W S  I N  

G E R M A N Y ’ ] . ( I I S H ,  U I T G E V E R I J  A L L E R T  D E  L A N G E )
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 Walter Landauer was the only 
one of the three who did not sur-
vive the war. In 94, when the 
Gestapo tried to fetch him from 
his home, he managed to escape 
by jumping from the window. 
Having been seriously injured, 
he then spent many months in 
hospital. Finally, in 943, he was 
caught and ended up in Wester-
bork. In the end, weakened and 
starving, he died in December 
944 in Bergen Belsen.

2 The Alexander Herzen 
Stichting (Foundation) 
(c. 969 - c. 2000)
It is a tempting thought to draw 
a connection between the help 
that was offered by a number of 
people in the Netherlands in the 
930s to political and other types 
of refugees and that offered a gen-
eration later by other Dutch peo-
ple to Russian dissidents during 
the Brezhnev phase of the Cold 
War. The more so when, in both 
instances, communists or ex-com-
munists played a prominent role.

There is a tendency to think 
of this in connection with what 
is perhaps the most important 
of the Institute’s recent acquisi-
tions - certainly when cultural 
interests are weighed alongside 
the social-historical. In this con-
text, we point to the archive of 
the Alexander Herzen Stichting 
(Foundation), established in 969, 
and presented by Jozien Driessen-
Van het Reve, the daughter of its 
important founder, Karel van het 
Reve (92-999) and his wife 
Jozina, who was similarly active 
on behalf of the AHS. Therefore, 
it is a happy coincidence that at 
about the same time we received 

the papers of Jan Willem Bez-
emer (92-2000), chairman of 
the AHS.

It is not by chance that an 
initiative like the AHS could have 
been undertaken in Amsterdam, 
nor that the IISH should now have 
acquired its archive. In Jozien 
Driessen’s words: ‘That the AHS 
was precisely founded in Amster-
dam was historically determined. 
It was in Amsterdam that Jan 
Willem Bezemer and Karel van 
het Reve, who as twenty-year-
olds had lived under the German 
occupation, could imagine what 
it would be like to live under an 
objectionable regime and to have 
to accommodate to it. English 
people who have never been oc-
cupied do not understand what 
the German occupation in the 
Second Word War was like: just 
look at their comical series about 
it on TV. Americans can imagine 
it even less.’ And as for the IISH: it 
already had the Alexander Herzen 
(82-870)  archive even before 
the war. Herzen was the first Rus-
sian writer to publish books and 
periodicals in the West without 
any censorship. In closing, we add 
yet another interesting detail: Van 
het Reve, Bezemer, and (who we 
will hereafter refer to as) Beppie 
Spanjer had all once worked in 
the IISH building. Karel van het 
Reve himself wrote a novel about 
this (Twee minuten stilte: Two 
Minutes of Silence, 959). 

Herzen’s ideal of a hundred 
years earlier fulfilled precisely 
what Van het Reve (professor of 
Russian literature at the University 
of Leiden), Bezemer (Professor of 
Russian history at the University 
of Amsterdam), and Peter Brian 

Reddaway (born 939, lecturer 
in Russian history at the London 
School of Economics), together 
with Jozina van het Reve and 
Beppie Spanjer (also called “Elisa-
beth Fisher”) desired: ‘to publish 
manuscripts written in the USSR 
which cannot be published there 
because of censorship’. 

This idea came to Van het Reve 
in 967, when he received per-
mission from Leiden University 
to be a correspondent in Moscow 
for the Amsterdam daily, ‘Het Pa-
rool’. Although he had already left 
his communist youth behind him 
at least twenty years previously, he 
was no less well informed about 
the ideology and history of the So-
viet Union. Maybe the best way to 
put it is that his idealism was now 
directed elsewhere. The position 
as a correspondent would allow 
him to observe the Soviet Union 

I N   9 0 4  T H E  S O C I A L I S T  ( S E C O N D )  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  

M E T  I N  A M S T E R D A M .  A N  E X C U R S I O N  W A S  O R G A N -

I S E D  F O R  2 2  A U G U S T  I N  W H I C H  H E N R I  V A N  K O L  

( 5 2  Y E A R S  O L D )  D A N C E D ,  A N D  I N T O  W H I C H  K A R L  

K A U T S K Y  (  8 5 4 -  9 3 8 )  J O I N E D  I N  A T  A  G I V E N  M O -

M E N T .  T H E  J A P A N E S E  D E L E G A T E  S E N  K A T A Y A M A  

(  8 5 9 -  9 3 3 )  C A N  B E  S E E N  A T  T H E  B O T T O M  L E F T ,  

O N  P .  6 .  O N  P .  7  T H E  D U T C H  S O C I A L I S T  L E A D E R  

P I E T E R  J E L L E S  T R O E L S T R A  ( W I T H  A  C I G A R  I N  

H I S  M O U T H ;   8 6 0 -  9 3 0 )  I S  E N T H U S I A S T I C A L L Y  

C L A P P I N G .  B E L O W  H I M ,  F R O M  L E F T  T O  R I G H T ,  

I S  Z U L I N E  ( O R  S H U L I N E / H E L E N E ? ) ,  T H E  G E R -

M A N  D E L E G A T E  C L A R A  Z E T K I N  (  8 5 7 -  9 3 3 ) ,  T H E  

C Z E C H  D E L E G A T E  F R A N T I C E K  S O U K U P  ( W I T H  A  

L A R G E  C A P ;   8 7  -  9 4 0 ) ,  A N D  T H E  A M E R I C A N  S O -

C I A L I S T  L E A D E R  M O R R I S  H I L L Q U I T  (  8 6 9 -  9 3 3 ) .  

F R O M  R I G H T  T O  L E F T ,  C A N  B E  S E E N  K A R L  K A U T S K Y  

( W I T H  A  C H E C K E D  C A P ;  H E ’S  N O T  Y E T  P A R T I C I P A T -

I N G  H E R E ) ,  A N D  –  W E A R I N G  A  W H I T E  H A T  W I T H  

A  D A R K  S T R I P E  A N D  A  S A I L O R ’S  C O L L A R  –  I S  T H E  

G E R M A N  D E L E G A T E  R O S A  L U X E M B U R G  (  8 7 0 -  9  9 ) .  

( I I S G  B G  B 9 / 8 0 7  A N D  8 0 8 )
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saying that the AHS literary ar-
chive is a rich source for further 
research by both historians and 
lovers of literature.

We should also not forget how 
difficult Van het Reve’s work in 
Russia was, as well as the Foun-
dation’s work; according to Red-
daway: ‘The biggest problem we 
experienced at first was how to 
have the samizdat materials taken 
seriously enough [...] A lot of ac-
ademics [in the West] professed 
scepticism, either because of their 
ignorance of the real feelings of 
many Soviet people, or out of fear 
of being considered anti-Soviet or 
“right-wing” by their colleagues, 
or out of concern that they would 
not get visas to the USSR if they 
were known to take samizdat se-
riously.’ Or in the more ornate 
language of Amalrik: ‘Whatever 

people may think of my opin-
ions, for sovietologists they will be 
as interesting as it would be for 
an ichthyologist if a fish began to 
talk.’

2 Solidarity Committee 
Mexico (994-998)
The Solidarity Committee Mexico 
was founded at the end of 994 
in Amsterdam. Initially it was a 
platform for people from diverse 
organisations as well as individu-
als who wanted to express their 
solidarity with the uprising of the 
Zapatista Army for National Lib-
eration (EZLN) that had broken 
out on  January 994 in the Chi-
apas province of Mexico. In the 
beginning the main purpose was 
to distribute information about 
the uprising, and at a later stage, 
also to publicise about radical left 
social movements in Mexico.

The group’s activities consisted 
of organising diverse information-
al events throughout the Nether-
lands, demonstrations, and other 
protest actions, and publication 
of the periodical Zapata Mexico 
Nieuwsbrief (Newsletter), and 
various individual brochures. The 
periodical rapidly developed from 
a traditional organ of solidarity to 
a periodical in which a greal deal 
of criticism was formulated about 
how EZLN functioned and about 
its ideas.

In the international arena this 
group worked together with 
ideologically similar groups from 
other European countries, and the 
Committee participated on sev-
eral occasions in meetings of the 
European solidarity network. To-

in reality. For him that principally 
meant contact with the dissidents, 
and, through the New York Times’ 
Moscow correspondent, in June 
968 he was able to see that Andrej 
Sacharov’s (99-989) Progress, 
Coexistence, and Intellectual Free-
dom was published. That may well 
have suggested to him the idea of 
publishing the samizdat manu-
scripts himself. In the next ten 
years, the AHS published eighteen 
original works (not counting the 
many translations) by and about 
the dissidents, including work by 
Andrej Amalrik (938-980), espe-
cially his prophetic Will the Soviet 
Union Survive until 1984?, and by 
his wife Gjuzel, Juri Daniel, Peter 
Grigorenko, Roy Medvedev, and 
Jevgeni Gnedin. It goes without 

I N  T H E  F I R S T  

D A Y S  O F  

 9 9 4  T H I S  

Z A P A T I S T A  

F E L L  I N  

O C O S I N G O ,  

W H I C H  I S  

S I T U A T E D  I N  

T H E  M E S E T A  

C E N T R A L  

I N  C H I A P A S  

( M E X I C O ) ,  

P H O T O  

F E R N A N D O  

G A R C Í A  ( I I S H ,  

B G  B 2 5 / 7 7 9 )

T H I S  B O X  W I T H  C E D A R  N U T S  F R O M  I R K U T S K  WA S  

B R O U G H T  B A C K  F R O M  R U S S I A  A R O U N D   9 7 0  B Y  T H E  

W E L L - K N O W N  D U T C H  W R I T E R  M A A R T E N  B I E S H E U V E L  

(  9 3 9 )  A N D  H I S  W I F E  E V A  G Ü T L I C H  F O R  K A R E L  

V A N  H E T  R E V E  A N D  H I S  W I F E  J O Z I N A .  B I E S H E U V E L  

A T T E N D E D  V A N  H E T  R E V E ’S  C L A S S E S ,  A N D  V A N  H E T  

R E V E  C O M P A R E D  H I S  S T U D E N T ’S  S T Y L E  W I T H  T H A T  

O F  D O S T O Y E V S K Y.  T H E Y  A L S O  B E C A M E  F R I E N D S  A N D  

P U B L I S H E D  I N  E A C H  O T H E R ’S  C O L L E C T I O N S .  I N  A N  

A C C O M P A N Y I N G  L E T T E R ,  D A T E D  ‘ L E I D E N  4  J A N U A R Y  

 9 9 6 ’ ,  T H E  B I E S H E U V E L S  W R I T E  T O  T H E  V A N  H E T  

R E V E S :  ‘ D E A R  J O Z I N A ,  H O N O U R E D  K A R E L ,  P L E A S E  

F I N D  W I T H  T H I S  L E T T E R :  R O A S T E D  C E D A R  N U T S  

T H A T  A N D R E J  A [ M A L R I K ]  S E N T  F R O M  S I B E R I A  T O  

P A V E L  L [ I T V I N O V ] ,  W H O  G A V E  T H I S  B O X  I N  M O S C O W  

T O  E [ V A ]  A N D  M [ A A R T E N ] ,  A N D  N O W  W E  G I V E  I T  

T O  Y O U  B O T H .  R E G A R D S ,  M A A R T E N  A N D  E V A ’  ( I I S H ,  

A L E X A N D E R  H E R Z E N  F O U N D A T I O N )
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gether with groups from France, 
Belgium, and Spain, the ‘boat 
project’ was set in motion. This 
project included piloting a ship 
with diverse Europeans towards 
various parts of Mexico in order 
to provide a more direct exchange 
of ideas and experiences.
  In 998 the Committee decided 
to cease its activities because of its 
dissatisfaction with the political 
direction of the EZLN. Its archive 
was received by the IISH from 
one of the staff of the squatters’ 
organisation  ‘Het Fort van Sja-
koo’ (Sjakoo’s Fort) at the end of 
2003. Most of the material relates 
to European solidarity groups, but 
it also contains original materials 
from the Zapatista movement.

2 Balkan Peace Team 
993-200 and Lopend Vuur 
Kosovo (Running Fire Kosovo), 
Nijmegen Department 
(980)-993-200
In 993 a number of organisations 
(e.g. the International Fellowship 
of Reconciliation and the War 
Resisters’ International) received 
a request from Croatia and Ko-
sovo to have a presence in those 
countries. This resulted in a joint 
project that ultimately comprised 
 organisations operating under 
the name ‘Balkan Peace Team’ 
(BPT). The team’s task was to try 
to solve conflicts, encourage hu-
man rights, and establish contacts 
among local and international or-
ganisations using peaceful meth-
ods. In the course of 200 it no 
longer seemed financially or or-
ganisationally possible to develop 
activities in the field in a proper 
way, and in April 200 the partic-
ipating organisations decided to 
dissolve the BPT. Its archive was 
received by the IISH in December 
2003, and contains, among other 
things, the notes of the General 
Council, the coordinating board 
in Minden (Germany), and re-
markably many printouts of e-
mail exchanges. Almost half of the 
archive is comprised of Otvorene 
Oci (Open Eyes), the Croatian 
departments of the BPT.

The Otvorene Oci correspond-
ence in Zagreb and Split is es-
pecially interesting because this 
part throws new light on the 

entire concept of ‘correspond-
ence’. It contains hundreds of 
letters, sent during the period of 
994-999, but of these, not even 
one was sent in an envelope with 
a stamp. Modern peace activists 
communicate by fax and e-mail. 
Moreover, it was also true that the 
people from Otvorene Oci oper-
ated in a (former) combat area in 
which postal services hardly func-
tioned, or were otherwise much 
too slow.

This rapid electronic way of 
communicating enables the re-
searchers to create a very detailed 
picture about the activities of this 
group in Croatia and about the 
situation in Croatia itself at the 
end of the war and afterwards. 
In this way the short reports and 
communications that would oth-
erwise have taken place over the 
telephone were able to be pre-
served.
 Lopend Vuur Kosovo also in-
cluded modern peace activists 
who used e-mail and fax com-
munications. Lopend Vuur was 
an independent movement in the 
Netherlands that had begun at the 
end of 992, working together with 
anti-war groups in the former Yu-
goslavia in order to encourage the 
desire for peace, to go through the 
entire area like a running fire. The 
Nijmegen department, where the 
archive came from, concentrates 
especially on Kosovo. It maintained 
close contact with the Council for 
the Defence of Human Rights and 
Freedoms (CDHRF) and the Wom-
en’s Forum of the Democratic 
League of Kosovo (LDK), among 
others. Both organisations advo-
cated a peaceful end to the con-
flict.

Lopend Vuur Nijmegen sup-
ported the groups in Kosovo by 
reporting from the area and send-
ing the reports to the Dutch me-
dia; it also wrote informational 
articles and attempted to awake 
interest in Dutch political life for 
the problems in Kosovo. It also 
sent communications equipment 
and other items to the area. Since 
one of the tasks of Lopend Vuur 
consisted of collecting material 
about the situation in Kosovo, a 
substantial portion of the archive 
consists of printed pieces and 

newspaper articles. These are often 
arranged about a particular theme 
and contain notes by people from 
the organisation.

2 The Communist Party of 
Sudan (970-2003)
For many years now the IISH has 
been in contact with the Commu-
nist Party of Sudan (CPS), particu-
larly with the Cairo Department 
(Egypt). We recently received this 
new Sudan collection, which con-
sists of two parts: papers from the 
Communist Party of Sudan CPS, 
Cairo Department, 970-2003, 
and those of The National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) Sudan, 990-
2003. 

T H E  Q U A R T E R L Y  G R A S S  C U R T A I N  I S  P U B L I S H E D  

I N  L O N D O N  B Y  T H E  A N A Y A  N Y A  R E B E L  M O V E M E N T ,  

W H I C H  H A S  B E E N  F I G H T I N G  F O R  I N D E P E N D E N C E  

F R O M  S O U T H E R N  S U D A N  S I N C E   9 5 5 .  I S S U E  N U M B E R  

2  O F  G R A S S  C U R T A I N  ( V O L U M E  2 ,  O C T O B E R   9 7  ) ,  

W H I C H  W A S  P U B L I S H E D  S H O R T L Y  A F T E R  T H E  

F A I L E D  M I L I T A R Y  C O U P  O F  J U L Y   9 7  ,  S H E D S  

S O M E  L I G H T  O N  T H E  P O L I T I C A L  D E V E L O P M E N T S  

I N  S U D A N  A F T E R  T H E  C P S  W A S  H E L D  R E S P O N S I B L E  

F O R  T H E  C O U P ,  A N D  I T S  L E A D E R  A B D E L K H A L I Q  

M A H G O U B  W A S  H U N G .  G R A S S  C U R T A I N  D E V O T E D  

A  M A J O R  A R T I C L E  T O  T H E  E V E N T S  I N  K H A R T O U M ,  

A N D  I N  N O  U N C E R T A I N  T E R M S  C A L L E D  T H E M  A  

‘ C H A N G E  O F  T H E  W A T C H’ .  ( I I S H ,  T H E  N A T I O N A L  

D E M O C R A T I C  A L L I A N C E  S U D A N ) .
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in Egypt, especially during the 
970s, when more Sudanese stu-
dents studied in Egypt than in 
Sudan itself. Another important 
part of the collection consists of 
documents related to activities of 
the CPS within the National Dem-
ocratic Alliance, the overarching 

organisation of the Sudanese 
opposition against the present 
regime in Sudan. These docu-
ments throw a new light on the 
contacts among the CPS and the 
other Sudanese parties, as well as 
revealing the CPS standpoints on 
various matters that arose within 
the NDA, particularly the way it 
offered opposition to the Suda-
nese dictatorship. 
 The NDA was founded as an un-
derground organisation in Khar-
toum in September 989, only 
three months after the military 
coup by General Omar al-Bashir, 
who, in June 989, was responsi-
ble for putting the present regime 
of the National Islamic Front in 
power. The NDA was formed from 
all the Sudanese opposition par-
ties. Their leaders operated from 
Cairo, since it was impossible for 
them to develop political activities 
in Sudan itself.

The collection is comprised of 
several important parts, including 
various underground CPS publica-
tions, as well as those from trade 
unions, student and youth move-
ments, women’s organisations, 
and various professional organi-
sations. For example, there is an 
interesting letter by Jan Pronk 
(the former Dutch Minister for 
Development) to Dr John Ga-
rang, the leader of the Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army (SPLA). 
In this letter of December 995  
Pronk regrets that John Garang 
refuses to meet the Sudanese vice 
president Ali Taha in the Hague, 
despite the fact that he had ac-
cepted the invitation to visit the 
Netherlands. According to Ga-
rang, that was really inappropri-
ate. Besides, he believed that such 
a meeting would be unlikely to 
result in anything substantial. 
In the end, John Garang and Ali 
Taha - following years in which 
there had been regular attempts 
to get the two to sit down at the 
negotiating table – signed a peace 
agreement in the first week of 
June 2004.

In addition, there are eight 
notebooks containing the hand-
written outlines of two books by 
Mohamed Ibrahim Nuqqud, the 
secretary general of the CPS. These 
books were written when he was 

The papers of the Cairo Depart-
ment of the CPS include meeting 
notes, pamphlets, publications, 
posters, etc. This department was 
one of the largest foreign depart-
ments of the CPS. A large por-
tion of the collection concerns 
the Sudanese student movement 

A B O V E  L E F T  ‘ P A M E K A S A N  ( M A D U R A ) :  A  N E I G H B O U R H O O D  O F  C H I N E S E  P E O P L E ,  

D E S T R O Y E D .  A N  A M T R A C  N O W  K E E P S  WA T C H  O V E R  T H I N G S . ’  D U R I N G  T H E  ‘ F I R S T  P O L I C E  

A C T I O N’  T H E  D U T C H  C R O S S E D  T H E  S E A  F R O M  J A V A  T O  M A D U R A  O N  4  A U G U S T    9 4 7 .  

W H E N  T H E Y  A R R I V E D  I N  P A M E K A S A N ,  T H E Y  M U S T  H A V E  N O T I C E D  T H A T  T H E  C H I N E S E  

N E I G H B O U R H O O D  H A D  I N  T H E  M E A N T I M E  B E E N  D E S T R O Y E D .  N O T  O N LY  T H E R E ,  B U T  A L S O  

E L S E W H E R E ,  T H E  S U P P O R T E R S  O F  T H E  R E P U B L I C  S U S P E C T E D  T H E  C H I N E S E  S E T T L E R S  O F  

C O L L A B O R A T I N G  W I T H  T H E  D U T C H .  B U T  I T  WA S  N O T  O N LY  T H E  C H I N E S E  W H O  B E C A M E  

I N N O C E N T  V I C T I M S ,  T H E  I N D O N E S I A N  P O P U L A T I O N  A L S O  H A D  T O  S U F F E R  A  G R E A T  D E A L

A B O V E  R I G H T  ‘ T H E  O N LY  F A M I LY  T H A T  S T I L L  L I V E D  I N  K A M A L  ( M A D U R A ) .  S E A T E D  

F I G U R E S .  T H E Y  C A N  N O  L O N G E R  S T A N D  U P .  T H E Y  F E E D  T H E M S E L V E S  W I T H  G R A S S  A N D  

S N A I L S  . . . ’

B E L O W  L E F T  ‘ S T A V E N I S S E .  T H E  S C H O O L :  S T O R A G E  A R E A  F O R  C O F F I N S  . . . ’  –  A B O U T  T W O  

W E E K S  A F T E R  T H E  D I S A S T E R  C O F F I N S  W E R E  S T I L L  N E C E S S A R Y.

B E L O W  R I G H T  ‘ K L U N D E R T ’  –  O N  6  F E B R U A R Y   9 5 3  D U S S E L  E N C O U N T E R E D  T H I S  P A I R  

O F  B I Z A R R E  V I C T I M S  O F  T H E  F L O O D  T H A T  O C C U R R E D  I N  T H E  N I G H T  O F  S A T U R D A Y  T O  

S U N D A Y,    A N D  2  F E B R U A R Y.

( P H O T O S :  W I M  D U S S E L ,  I I S H ,  B G  A  5 9 / 8 8 3 - 8 8 6 )



IN
TE

RN
AT

IO
NA

AL
 I

NS
TI

TU
UT

 V
OO

R 
SO

CI
AL

E 
GE

SC
HI

ED
EN

IS

IN
TE

RN
AT

IO
NA

L 
IN

ST
IT

UT
E 

OF
 S

OC
IA

L 
HI

ST
OR

Y

{ 11 }

O N  T H E  W A T E R F R O N T  9  ·  2 0 0 4

in hiding in the 990s. The first 
book is called Footnotes on Land-
ownership; Documents in Dar Fur, 
Sudan. It describes the issue of 
property ownership and provides 
a social-economic analysis of 
property ownership in the Darfur 
region (West Sudan) in the 7th 
and 9th centuries. There is cur-
rently a civil war being waged in 
this area, and the fighting is very 
closely tied to the issues of prop-
erty ownership. During his house 
arrest in 989-990, Nuqqud was 
allowed to consult documents for 
this book in the National Archives 
three times a week, accompanied 
by armed guards. The book was a 
reaction to a previous book writ-
ten by the then director of the 
National Archives, Professor Abu 
Salim.

The second book is called  A 
Dialogue with Morowa, and is a 
commentary on the well-known 
four-part The Materialistic Ten-
dencies in Islamic Philosophy by 
the Lebanese Marxist philosopher 
Hussein Morowa. Morowa’s book 
is very popular and is regarded in 
intellectual circles in the Middle 
East as an intellectual accomplish-
ment.

2 Photo Collection by Wim 
Dussel (920-2004)
The Image and Sound depart-
ment was particularly pleased 
to receive an exceptionally large 
collection of photographs (thou-
sands, if not more) by the photo-
graphic journalist Wim Dussel. In 
945 he volunteered to serve with 
the marines in the Netherlands-
Indies (Indonesia), originally to 
fight against the Japanese, but he 
quickly landed in the middle of 
the chaos during the declaration 
of independence. He had a press 
card from the daily, ‘Het Vrije 
Volk’, which was stamped: Gro-
ningen, 7 July 945, and he took 
countless photographs in Indo-
nesia from 945 to 948. Luckily 
for us, he maintained an extensive 
indexing system in which he indi-
cated not only the subject, date, 
and place, but also included a 
contact print and negative. 

In 950 he joined the Dutch UN 
detachment in Korea, which not 
only yielded many photographs 

of that country, but also of Japan 
and Hong Kong. In fact, he con-
tinued to go on major travels his 
entire life (as a true Dutchman, 
sometimes even on a bicycle; for 
example, he crossed the US that 
way on the occasion of its bicen-
tennial celebration). The material 
from his travels greatly increased 
the research value of the collec-
tion. It is especially the large series 
about Russia and India that are 
remarkable, but many other coun-
tries are also well represented. In 
his work Dussel had a special eye 
for everyday life, for extraordinary 
people, landscapes, and individual 
human suffering.
This last aspect is very apparent 
in his photo series on the great 
flood that occurred in the south-
western part of the Netherlands in 
February 953. The spring floods 
caused many dikes to break in the 
provinces of Zeeland, North Bra-
bant, and South Holland, causing 
almost 2,000 people to drown in 
the waves.

2 Acquisitions for the button 
collection
The same Image and Sound de-
partment systematically began to 
collect buttons and pins scores of 
years ago, and as a result of this 
the partial collections already 
contain about 4,000 items. The 
notion of showing social commit-
ment by wearing a button or pin 
is more than one hundred years 
old. For the labour movement it 
is related to  May. In 890 dem-
onstrators for the eight-hour day 
in Paris wore a small red leather 
triangle on their lapels. The three 
sides of the triangle symbolised 
eight hours of work, eight hours 
of leisure, and eight hours of sleep. 
After some discussion the French 
eventually replaced the triangle by 
a red rose.

A major addition was recently 
donated by Mr Martyn Lowe, ar-
chivist and librarian of the War 
Resisters’ International in London 
(their archives are also in the In-
stitute). Lowe was himself an ac-
tivist, and over the years collected 
over 500 different pins and but-
tons, mainly from the peace and 
environmental movement from 
the 970s to the 990s. 

F R O M  T O P  T O  B O T T O M :  F I R S T  M A Y ,  P A R I S   8 9 0  

( E N A M E L L E D  B R A S S ) ;  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S O C I A L I S T  

C O N G R E S S  C O P E N H A G E N   9  0  ( P O R C E L A I N ) ;  

T H I R D  C O M M U N I S T  I N T E R N A T I O N A L ,   9 2 0 S ,  

R U S S I A  ( E N A M E L L E D  B R A S S ) ;  S E C O U R S  R O U G E  

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  ( I N T E R N A T I O N A L  R E D  C R O S S ) ,  

G .  M A R T I N ,  2 5  R U E  D R A P E A U ,  B R U S S E L S  (  9 3 0 S ,  

E N A M E L L E D  B R A S S ) ;   5 T H  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  

C O N G R E S S  O F  E S P E R A N T I S T S ,  S T O K E - O N -

T R E N T ,   9 6 3  ( P O R C E L A I N ) ;  2  S T  C O N G R E S S  O F  

T H E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  T R A N S P O R T  F E D E R A T I O N ,  

S T U T T G A R T  2  - 2 9  J U L Y   9 5 0  ( E N A M E L L E D  B R A S S ) .
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Lecture by Bart Tromp:
Globalisation and Hegemony

Bart Tromp is Professor in the 
theory and history of inter-
national relations at the 

University of Amsterdam and also 
Senior Research Fellow of the Dutch 
Institute of International relations 
‘Clingendael’. He was trained as a 
sociologist at the State University of 
Groningen, where he graduated cum 
laude in 1971. He then taught at the 
Eindhoven University of Technol-
ogy and at the University of Leiden. 
Since 1979 he has been a political 
columnist of the Amsterdam daily 
Het Parool, and later also of the 
daily De Gelderlander. Beginning 
with September 2001, he has also 
been a political commentator for 
international affairs for the weekly 
Elsevier.

At the end of the fifteenth century 
a world economy emerged that in-
cluded Western Europe at its core 
and parts of the Americas on the 
periphery. This period saw also the 
outbreak of a long series of wars in 
Europe that were instrumental in 
forging the modern state. In 648, 
with the Peace of Westphalia, 
these processes of state formation 
had produced a new international 
structure and an inter-state sys-
tem. The new world system, ac-
cording to the theory introduced 
by Immanuel Wallerstein, had 
two faces. It was a world economy, 
and yet its core was based on an 
inter-state system, with territorial 
states as sovereign entities.
 In this world system there has 
been (and still is) an ongoing 
struggle among the great powers 
for the most advantageous posi-
tion. Over the last five hundred 
years this struggle has been cycli-
cal in nature. Competition among 
the great powers led to protracted 
world wars, and at the close of 
each of these conflicts one of the 
states gained hegemony within 
the inter-state system. The emer-
gence of the ‘winner’ came about 
through its own strategy and ca-
pabilities, as well as through the 

default of the other contenders. 
 Thus, the Peace of Westphalia 
ended the first of these inter-state 
world wars, the Thirty Years War 
(68-648), which also resulted in 
the hegemony of the Dutch Repub-
lic. Dutch hegemony began in the 
720s and was overshadowed when 
England and France overcame their 
internal troubles to once again play 
a part in the struggle.
 The wars of the French Revolu-
tion (792-85) ended on the bat-
tlefield of Waterloo, which result-
ed in France losing the battle for 
supremacy in the world system. 
During most of the nineteenth 
century Great Britain maintained 
its hegemony, only beginning its 
decline around 870 - a decline 
that had its nadir with the out-
break of World War I.
 The period between the two 
World Wars should be viewed as 
a temporary armistice between 
conflicts; together the period from 
94-945 forms the third great 
world war in the inter-state sys-
tem. At its end the United States 
of America unmistakably emerged 
as the new hegemonic power.
The concept of hegemony refers 
not just to the fact that one state is 
more powerful than others in the 
inter-state system. It has a more 
precise meaning in the analysis 
of world systems: it connotes the 
simultaneous supremacy of one 
state in the domains of produc-
tion, trade and transport, and 
financial dealings, as a result of 
which such a state has comparative 
advantages in all these domains. 
Of course, such comparative ad-
vantages would be lost over time, 
but the period in which they were 
held is considered the hegemonic 
era of a particular state.2 For the 
Dutch Republic this corresponded 
approximately to 620-670; for 
Great Britain 85 -870. 
 Given these criteria, there is 
no doubt that in 945 the USA had 
become the hegemonic power in 
the modern world system. It also 

follows from this concept of he-
gemony that a hegemonic power 
prospers most in the world order 
that existed when it gained he-
gemony. The hegemon has thus a 
vested interest in peace and order, 
and will exert its power to secure 
these. World order is not a zero-
sum game: all peaceful states will 
profit from it, even if not all will 
do so to the same degree. And the 
most powerful state will try to con-
solidate this order by structuring 
the international order. Johan de 
Witt’s principles of statecraft un-
derlined the Dutch endeavours in 
this regard in the seventeenth cen-
tury; the Concert of Europe was 
the most important instrument in 
the British strategy for attaining 
international order. They were the 
predecessors of the post-World War 
II international Pax Americana. 
 A world order in which the USA 
would bear responsibility for the 
smooth running of the interna-
tional order, however, required a 
distinct rupture with the traditional 
American view of international 
politics. This tradition was charac-
terised by a policy of maintaining 
distance from the inter-state system 
(identified with Europe) while at 
the same time it claimed a spe-
cial place in the world and a con-
comitant sphere of influence: the 
American continent. Known as the 
Monroe doctrine, this position was 
also based on the idea of American 
exceptionalism. In the last resort, 
this meant that ‘God’s Own Coun-
try’ should not and could not be 
subjected to international laws and 
international regimes.3
 This tradition was of crucial 
importance in the rejection by the 
US Senate of President Woodrow 
Wilson’s proposals for a new in-
ternational order based on the 
Covenant of the League of Na-
tions. The architects of the post-
war America world order did their 
utmost to avoid Wilson’s mistakes 
and to build a bipartisan consen-
sus for the new institutions and 
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can hegemony in the world system. 
On  January 974 the American 
government lifted all restrictions on 
the import and export of capital, 
essentially choosing an interna-
tional monetary regime built solely 
around American interests.4
 This decision demonstrated the 
unequalled power of the USA in the 
world economy. As a result, within 
a few years the international flow of 
capital was completely unfettered, 
since other states were not able to 
withstand the pressure of the Amer-
ican example. The liberalisation of 
international capital explains the 
instability of the monetary system 
in the past twenty years, but the 
unilateral financial strategy cho-
sen in the early seventies by Presi-
dent Nixon is really the result of 
the USA’s inability to maintain the 
international monetary system it 
had constructed itself in 944. In 
other words, the seventies saw the 
emergence of a pattern (not only 
in the domain of international fi-
nancial and monetary matters) in 
which the USA substituted a unilat-
eral policy based on weakness for 
an earlier multilateral policy based 
on strength. Almost thirty years 
later we can observe the recurrence 
of this pattern in politico-military 
relations.  
  George Bush, Jr became presi-
dent of the USA on a platform that 
promised the USA would limit its 
international policies solely to fur-
thering its national interest, and 
to diminish accordingly (and by 
implication) its international ac-
tions in multilateral connections 
- a distinct, if narrow-minded view 
of the national interest. Following 
the bombing attacks of  Septem-
ber 200, this programme became 
even more outspoken. Unmistak-
ably, the current US government 
has broken completely with the 
grand design of Democratic as 
well as Republican administra-
tions in the almost half a century 
of American hegemony.
 George W. Bush, Jr’s break with 
traditional post-war American 
multilateralism, however, must 
also be seen as more than chance. 
There are several structural factors 
that point to the likely emergence 
of a more unilateralist American 
foreign policy. The demise of the 

Soviet Union has ended the threat 
common to Western Europe and the 
USA, which had been the foremost 
motive of transatlantic coopera-
tion. The generation of American 
decision-makers whose formative 
experience had been the Second 
World War has been passing away. 
The former dominance of the East 
Coast political elites has yielded 
to the elites of the South and the 
Sunbelt, which tend to have a more 
parochial, inward-looking focus.
 The official position of the cur-
rent American government now is 
that to strive for reinforcement of 
international law through treaties 
on arms control and war crimes 
is not only futile, but would also 
result in an unacceptable infringe-
ment on America’s sovereignty and 
its freedom of action.
 The new course of American 
foreign policy is seen by many (not 
only its adherents and practitioners) 
as a demonstration of strength, an 
almost inevitable result of the unri-
valled international position of the 
USA as sole super power. But I take 
an opposite view: we are witnesses 
of America’s fundamental weakness 
- and this policy is a very important 
symptom of such weakness.
 There is a second reason to see 
this political stance as weak. The 
American economy is now struc-
turally weak, especially as a result 
of the tax cuts President Bush, Jr 
drove through Congress. Briefly, 
every year the rest of the world 
has to pump $500 billion into the 
American economy to make up for 
the deficit. When it becomes ap-
parent that this capital is not being 
used for productive investment, 
but rather to compensate lost tax 
revenues and pay for military ad-
ventures (since the USA claims the 
prerogative of waging war against 
any state it regards as a possible 
threat), there may be less willing-
ness to invest or buy government 
bonds to keep the American econ-
omy healthy.  

All hegemonies have a beginning 
and an end. There is no reason to 
suppose the USA will escape this his-
torical fate. This does not mean that 
the inevitable process of relative de-
cline can only take one particular 
form, the form the current admin-
istration has chosen.5 The course 

international structures.
  Once this had been accom-
plished, the new order could take 
form and structure in a range of 
multilateral organisations, agree-
ments, and regimes under the 
aegis of the USA. These included 
the United Nations and its many 
agencies and organisations on spe-
cial subjects, from UNESCO to FAO, 
the General Agreement on Trade 
and Tariffs (GATT, evolving in the 
nineties, as originally intended, 
into the World Trade Organisa-
tion, WTO), the international 
monetary regime agreed upon in 
Bretton Woods, the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), the World 
Bank, NATO, SEATO, and others. 
 As history has demonstrated, 
hegemony is always temporary. In 
the beginning an important goal 
of the new world order for the USA 
was the creation of a world econo-
my that could consume American 
production. Success in this respect, 
however, could only lead to a rela-
tive decline of the USA’s global eco-
nomic position. One example is 
the demise of the Bretton Woods 
agreements. The international 
monetary regime after the Second 
World War was based on these 
agreements. While it was decided 
to keep in place national control of 
international capital flows, it was 
also decided to accept as general 
monetary unit the US dollar, with 
its value linked directly to the value 
of gold. This provided a stable sys-
tem of exchange rates.
 But this international mon-
etary regime had a built-in con-
tradiction: the ‘Triffin-dilemma’. 
The regime relied upon American 
balance-of-payments deficits to 
provide enough liquidity for the 
world economy. But in the long 
run these deficits tended to under-
mine confidence in the dollar.
 Several decades later trust in 
the American economy replaced 
confidence in the dollar. But the 
USA did not exercise the monetary 
discipline the regime demanded of 
other states. The end came in Au-
gust 97, when President Nixon 
decided to end the convertibility 
of the dollar into gold – and intro-
duced at the same time a general 
import tariff of 0%. This was the 
beginning of the decline of Ameri-
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now taken, under the influence of 
neo-conservative and neo-nation-
alist ideologues and politicians,6 a 
course dependent on rather brutal 
power politics, is certainly not the 
only one possible. There are bet-
ter ways to ‘manage the decline 
of hegemonic power’ that would 
benefit the USA as well as its most 
important partners.

. Immanuel Wallerstein, The Modern 
World-System. Capitalist Agriculture 

Report of the General Members Meeting
– which had often been delayed 
because of relatively small schol-
arly problems of interpretation 
– and could no longer be omit-
ted. That is why, for example, the 
Marx-Engels, Alexander Herzen, 
and Von Vollmar collections have 
in the meanwhile become avail-
able to consult worldwide on-line. 
The special American gift also now 
enables the Institute to complete 
the more than necessary invento-
rying of the Nettlau archive. The 
Nettlau collection was acquired 
in 935, and, without exaggera-
tion, is the most important col-
lection worldwide in the area of 
the history of  anarchism. Parts of 
it, such as, for example, the Social-
ist League and Michael Bakunin, 
had been previously arranged and 
described. Our own archive of the 
born collector Max Nettlau (865-
944) – about 30 meters in length 
– was partially processed by Ru-
dolf de Jong and Heiner Becker 
in 970 and 980. In 989 Tiny de 
Boer completed the provisional list 
on the occasion of the first edition 
of the ‘Guide to the International 
Archives and Collections at the 
IISH, Amsterdam’, which came 
out that year. Unfortunately, this 
list could only be provisional and 
is yet still too global in scope. The 
names of many of the correspond-
ents are not indicated, and some 
of the files only contain the nota-
tion ‘Diverse’. The concrete occa-
sion for resuming the inventorisa-
tion was the subsidy that the IISH 
could receive for conservation and 
filming of important collections in 

the framework of the Metamor-
phosis project, which was paid by 
the Dutch government. This was 
co-ordinated by the Koninklijke 
Bibliotheek (Royal Library) in 
the Hague. Thanks to the special 
gift by the Friends, three archi-
vists (Tiny de Boer, Atie van der 
Horst, and Ursula Balzer) are now 
able to develop a professional in-
ventory, which should be ready 
sometime in 2005. This project 
is by no means easy, because Net-
tlau’s handwriting is difficult to 
read. Sometimes he even writes in 
a kind of idiosyncratic, self-devel-
oped shorthand. He interspersed 
his own notes or other annexes 
everywhere among the original 
documents that he acquired from 
others. Especially his ‘dossiers’ vary 
greatly in their contents. After the 
filming has been completed, the 
result will be a well-preserved ar-
chive from which the fragile origi-
nals will no longer have to be lent 
out. Because of the new extensive 
and complete inventory, which 
will also be published on the In-
ternet, researchers will finally be 
able to use the wealth of this col-
lection to its fullest.

W O M E N ’S  W O R K  I N  T H E  
N E T H E R L A N D S  I N  T H E  

E A R L Y  M O D E R N  P E R I O D  
( C I R C A   5 0 0 -  8  5 )

In the spring of 2003 two new 
graduate students began their 
researches, financed by the NWO 
subsidy. Hilde Timmerman was 
appointed to do research on 
women’s work in social services, 

About 20 members attended 
the meeting, where, af-
ter the distribution of the 

new On the Waterfront (no. 8), 
the development of the number 
of Friends and the finances were 
discussed. Particular attention was 
given to a special gift that was re-
ceived in the beginning of 2004 
by the Friends, as well as to the 
research project ‘Women’s work 
in the Netherlands in early mod-
ern times (circa 500-85) ‘, about 
which Daniëlle van den Heuvel, 
one of the researchers, gave a talk 
(for an earlier report, see On the 
Waterfront 7, 2003, pp. 3-4).

2 Special gift
We received the princely sum of 
about US$ 28,000 (Euro 23,62.82) 
from Lily Schorr’s estate: she was 
the daughter of the well-known 
Austrian anarchist Pierre Ramus 
(882-942). The bequest was given 
to the IISH via Summer Sneidlin-
ger of the California Community 
Foundation, who was the execu-
tor of her will. The Friends’ Board 
asked the IISH directors to suggest 
a special purpose for this money. 
As the gift was done without any 
conditions, it enabled the directors 
to spend the money on catalogu-
ing and inventorying – the terribly 
necessary but, at the same time, 
less spectacular tasks of the Insti-
tute. The publication of the ar-
chive inventories on the Website, 
which had been requested a few 
years ago, have now led to a defini-
tive inventorying of the Institute’s 
oldest and best known collections 

and the Origins of the European World 
Economy in the Sixteenth Century, 
New York, Academic Press, 974.

2. Cf. Immanuel Wallerstein, ‘The three 
instances of hegemony in the history 
of the capitalist world economy’, in 
Wallerstein, The Politics of the World 
Economy. The States, the Movements 
and the Civilizations, Cambridge, 
Cambridge University Press/ Paris, 
Editions de la Maison des Sciences 
de l’Homme, 984, 37-47.

3. See, for instance, Charles A. Kup-
chan, The End of the American Era. 
U.S. Foreign Policy and the Geopolitics 

of the Twenty-first Century, New York, 
Alfred A. Knopf, 60-202.

4. Cf. Will Hutton, The World We’re In, 
London, Little, Brown, 2002, 89.

5. Cf. Immanuel Wallerstein, ‘The Ea-
gle Has Crash Landed’, Foreign Policy, 
July/August 2002, and the ensuing 
discussion, ‘Plucking the Eagle’, 
Foreign Policy, November/December 
2002.

6. Ivo H. Daalder en James M. Lindsay, 
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tion in Foreign Policy, Washington, 
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IN
TE

RN
AT

IO
NA

AL
 I

NS
TI

TU
UT

 V
OO

R 
SO

CI
AL

E 
GE

SC
HI

ED
EN

IS

IN
TE

RN
AT

IO
NA

L 
IN

ST
IT

UT
E 

OF
 S

OC
IA

L 
HI

ST
OR

Y

{ 15 }

O N  T H E  W A T E R F R O N T  9  ·  2 0 0 4

and Daniëlle van den Heuvel 
began her research into women 
in commerce. With the arrival 
of these two graduate students, 
the research project was sub-
stantially complemented. As a 
result, research on women in the 
textile industry and on produc-
tion and commerce in alcoholic 
beverages partially covered the 
areas of industry and commerce. 
In addition, this led to the study 
of women in commerce at all lev-
els and women in social services. 
Together, the researches cover the 
entire labour market (with the ex-
ception of agriculture) in the early 
modern period. The first year was 
primarily devoted to setting up 
the research project and in putting 
together the research team, while 
in the second year there was more 
time for doing research in the ar-
chives. Unfortunately, there was 
an early and unexpected change 
in the composition of the research 
group. In the beginning of this 
year Hilde Timmerman, who was 
from Belgium, decided to stop her 
work at the IISH. The importance 
of this research within the project 
as a whole led to the decision to 
continue it. In the meantime, in 
consultation with NWO (one of the 
co-financiers), it was decided that 
Ariadne Schmidt would carry out 
this research as an extension of her 
appointment as postdoc/project 
leader.

2 Women and Work 
Conference, November 2003 
To expand the project and to cre-
ate an inventory of the Dutch re-
search, a conference was organised 
on women’s work in the Nether-
lands in the early modern period. 
The purpose was to bring experts 
together to exchange their research 
experiences. This conference took 
place on 28 November 2003. The 
IISH research project was present-
ed. In addition, papers were given 
by Myriam Everard, Laura van 
Aert, Piet van Cruyningen, An-
nette de Vries, Marco van Leeu-
wen, Annette de Wit, and Lotte 
van de Pol, and the conference day 
was closed by Jan Lucassen. It was 
well attended: including about 
fifty participants. Even while or-
ganising it, we investigated the 

possibilities of publishing the 
papers. The (new) Tijdschrift voor 
Economische en Sociale Geschiedenis 
(Journal for Economic and Social 
History) informed us that they 
were interested in publishing the 
contributions in an issue devoted 
to the topic. At this time this issue 
is being prepared. 

2 ESSHC Berlin, March 2004
At the European Social Science 
History Conference in Berlin the 
IISH project was presented at a 
session on ‘Early modern work-
ing women: the Dutch case in in-
ternational perspectives’. Current 
research results were presented 
in papers. Maria Ågren from the 
University of Uppsala was invited 
to comment on the papers. Amy 
Erickson acted as chair. The ses-
sion was well attended, and at the 
close the participants were able 
to establish what promised to be 
fruitful contacts.

2 Course on Gender, Work, 
and Culture
In the framework of the Posthumus 
and Huizinga Institutes, Myriam 
Everard, Els Kloek, and Ariadne 
Schmidt organised a course that 
would enable the PhD students 
to become acquainted with the 
debates within women’s history. 
In January they began a course 
on ‘Sex, work, and culture in the 
early modern period, debates in 
women’s historical research’. Vari-
ous debates were offered in the 
course of six (monthly) meetings. 
Mieke Aerts, Oscar Gelderblom, 
Maarten Prak, and Joep Leerssen 
were invited to attend a number 
of these meetings as guest lectur-
ers/discussants.

2 Collaboration
On 9 en 20 November Ariadne 
Schmidt attended the meeting of 
a new collaborative group ‘Gen-
der and economic development’, 
along with Maria Ågren (Uppsala 
University), Amy Erickson, (Uni-
versity College, London), Jane 
Whittle, (University of Exeter), 
Hilde Sandvik (University of 
Oslo), and Maria Sjöberg (Uni-
versity of Gothenburg) in Göte-
borg. Its goal was to initiate col-
laboration in the area of research 

and education. Subsidy requests 
have been submitted to organise 
seminars in the coming years to 
promote collaboration in research, 
emphasising such themes as ‘work 
and property’. 

2 Presentation
At the meeting of the Friends of the 
IISH Daniëlle van den Heuvel gave 
a brief introduction to her research 
on businesswomen in de Republic. 
She stated that she was engaged in 
an investigation of the legal posi-
tion of women, especially female 
merchants. They are of particular 
interest because they fell under a 
special regulation for women en-
gaged in commerce: the regulation 
of the public merchant. Ordinarily, 
married women were considered 
ineligible for business. Such wom-
en did not have the same rights 
as unmarried women of age and 
widows: they were not permitted 
to sign contracts, they were unable 
to represent themselves in a court 
of law, and they were considered to 
be under the guardianship of their 
husbands. They were permitted to 
engage in these activities as public 
merchants, however. 
 The problem was the lack of 
clarity in their status: precisely 
when was a woman a public mer-
chant and when was that not the 
case? Often it was said that a silent 
understanding existed enabling 
women to be public merchants, 
but that a woman’s husband could 
make this impossible if he chose 
to voice his disapproval explicitly. 
How this regulation was practised 
is currently being investigated by 
comparing statutes, trials, and le-
gal processes.
 So far several remarkable con-
clusions have emerged: the legal 
statute was much less rigid than is 
often presented. Since the Middle 
Ages, there was an extension in the 
possibilities for women, but the 
regulations were also not entirely 
clear to the women themselves: 
one mariner’s wife from Enkhui-
zen, in the absence of her husband, 
wanted to purchase a house, and 
thought that as a public merchant, 
she was entitled to do this. To her 
great surprise she could not, and 
had to submit a request to the 
court for permission to do so.
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Brigitte Slot
Iedereen kapitalist
De ontwikkeling van het beleggingsfonds in Nederland 
gedurende de 20ste eeuw
ISBN 90 5260 151 8, 544 PAGINA’S, GEBONDEN, € 37,50

Beleggingsfondsen waren in Nederland al vanaf de tweede helft van de 
18e eeuw in de kiem aanwezig. De doorbraak van het beleggingsfonds 
kwam aan het einde van de jaren twintig van de 20ste eeuw, toen in de 
Nederlandse pers artikelen verschenen over het succes van ‘investment 
trusts’ in het Verenigd Koninkrijk en de Verenigde Staten. Na een halve 
eeuw van langzame ontwikkeling, kwam de groei van de markt voor 
beleggingsfondsen in de jaren tachtig en negentig in een stroomversnel-
ling terecht. Eén op de vier particuliere huishoudens in Nederland heeft 
aandelen of participaties in enig beleggingsfonds in bezit. 
Over de ontwikkeling van het ‘product’ beleggingsfonds en de toene-
mende populariteit van deze manier van beleggen, is in de Nederlandse 
economisch-historische literatuur vrijwel niets onderzocht of vastgelegd. 
En dat terwijl beleggingsfondsen – zoals al in de jaren twintig werd be-
toogd – ‘den klein-kapitalist’ in de gelegenheid stellen om op een veilige 
manier, goedkoop, gespreid in effecten te kunnen beleggen. Beleggings-
fondsen bevinden zich op het snijvlak tussen sparen en investeren en 
vormden een nieuwe bron van risicodragend kapitaal. Ze hebben voor meer dan een miljoen huishoudens 
de mogelijkheid geschapen om op indirecte wijze mede-eigendom over de productiemiddelen te verwer-
ven en hebben op deze wijze bijgedragen tot de democratisering van het kapitalistische systeem zelf.

Sjaak van der Velden
Werknemers in actie
Twee eeuwen stakingen, demonstraties en andere acties in Nederland
ISBN 90 5260 144 5, CA. 160 PAGINA’S, POCKET, GEÏLLUSTREERD, € 15,00

De geschiedenis van stakingen in Nederland is er een van hartverscheu-
rende nederlagen naast machtige overwinningen. Tijdens stakingen 
hebben mensen zich van hun beste kant laten zien en gestreden voor 
rechtvaardigheid in een wereld die steeds meer lijkt te worden geregeerd 
door economische wetten. De menselijke maat en solidariteit komen 
tijdens het verzet van mensen tegen onrechtvaardigheid duidelijk naar 
voren. Een van die vormen van verzet is de werkstaking. Aan het einde 
van de vorige eeuw behoorden stakingen volgens velen tot het verleden. 
We leefden midden in de euforie over de Nieuwe Economie die voor 
eens en voor altijd een einde zou maken aan de oude economie, met 
zijn conjunctuurbewegingen en tegenstellingen tussen maatschappe-
lijke groepen. Het werd voorgesteld alsof het kapitalisme definitief was 
veranderd. De val van de Berlijnse Muur gaf ook voedsel aan deze op-
vattingen. Er werd zelfs gesproken over het Einde van de Geschiedenis. 
Vanaf toen zou alles beter worden en ouderwetse dingen als stakingen 
of klassenstrijd hoorden niet meer bij de nieuwe maatschappij. Het liep 
allemaal heel anders.

Sakari Heikkinen en Jan Luiten van Zanden (eds.) 
Explorations in Economic Growth
Essays in measurement and analysis
ISBN 90 5260 165 8  384 PAGES, €  29,90

Economic growth has been one of the great themes of the social scien-
ces, analyzed by economic theorists on the one hand and measured by 
quantitative economic-historical research on the other. This volume looks 
back on fifty years on research on the topic, building on the legacies 
of Clark, Kuznets, Solow and Swan. Leading scholars in the field, such 
as Angus Maddison, Nicholas Crafts, Albert Carreras, Luis Bertola and 
Olle Krantz address the big questions: why are some countries rich and 
others poor; what were the causes of productivity growth in the past two 
hundred years; how did major technological transformations – such as 
the steam engine, electricity, and the ICT-revolution – affect productivity 
growth; how much growth did take place in different parts of the world 
before and after the Industrial Revolution? And what should the new 
agenda for research in a globalizing economy?


