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Introduction

c o l o p h o n

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t e  o f  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y

P . O .  B O X  2 1 6 9  •  1 0 0 0  CD   A M STERDA      M

V ISITIN      G  ADDRESS       :  CRU   Q UIUSWE      G  3 1  •   A M STERDA      M 

•  t e l  .  + 3 1 2 0 6 6 8 5 8 6 6  •  f a x  + 3 1 2 0 6 6 5 4 1 8 1 

•  w w w . i i s g . n l  •  i n f o @ i i s h . n l 

•  a b n a m r o :  0 5 5 5 9 5 8 8 9 2  •  i b a n :  n l 6 9 a b n a 0 5 5 5 9 5 8 8 9 2  •  b i c :  a b n a n l 2 a 

•  e d i t o r s :  j a n  l u c a s s e n  a n d  m i e k e  i j z e r m a n s  •  t r a n s l a t i o n s :  L e e  M i t z m a n 

•  p h o t o g r a p h y :  h a n s  l u h r s  •  Im  a g e  R e f e r e n c i n g :  M a r g o  B u u r m a n  a n d  D i t t y  M u l d e r 

•  p r o d u c t i o n c o o r d i n a t i o n :  a a d  b l o k  •  d e s i g n  a n d  l a y o u t :  r u p a r o  ( i v o  s i k k e m a )  • 

p r i n t e d ,  w i t h  g e n e r o u s  s u p p o r t ,  b y :  a - d  d r u k  b . v .  z e i s t 

•  w e b s i t e :  m o n i q u e  v a n  d e r  p a l  •  W e  w i s h  t o  t h a n k  T o u r a j  A t a b a k i ,  B o u w e  H i j m a , 

F r a n k  d e  J o n g ,  K e e s  R o d e n b u r g  a n d  H u u b  S a n d e r s  •  f i n a n c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n : 

g u u s j e  v a r k e v i s s e r  a n d  t j e r c k  z i t t e m a  •  a d m i n s t r a t i v e  s u p p o r t :  y v o n n e  b a x 

•  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  b o a r d :  j a n  l u c a s s e n  ( c h a i r / t r e a s u r e r ) ,  m i e k e  i j z e r m a n s 

( c o - c h a i r ) ,  b a r t  h a g e r a a t s  ( s e c r e t a r y ) ,  m a a r t e n  b r i n k m a n ,  l i e s b e t h  l a m a n - m e y e r , 

b a u k e  m a r i n u s ,  j a n  v a n  o l d e n ,  g e r  v e r r i p s 

•  i s s n  1 5 7 4 - 2 1 5 6

2 To Russia on business, 
autumn 1914
Recently, the neha purchased 

three lette

After editing the first sixteen issues of On the Waterfront together with Jan Lucassen, Mieke 
IJzermans has passed on this responsibility in connection with her retirement from the 
iish. Jaap Kloosterman will take over from her as of Issue 17. Mieke, the main source of 
inspiration and initiator of the Friends of the iish, will nonetheless remain available to 
further her creation. Her friends greatly appreciate Mieke’s commitment but feel that 
thanks are now in order for her major efforts, which have been so fruitful so quickly. From 
this forum, the Friends of the iish send Mieke their very best wishes. Moreover, Bouwe 
Hijma has once again contributed the section From all nooks and corners (as he did in On 
the Waterfront 14, 2007, p. 3); like his previous one, this one is about a generous donation 
to an affiliated institute). Lex Heerma van Voss created the English alliterations on page 3. 
Kees Rodenburg has written the section about volunteers in the Spanish Civil War.

Members of the Friends of the iish pay annual dues of one or five hundred euros or join 
with a lifetime donation of one thousand five hundred euro or more. In return, members are 
invited to semi-annual sessions featuring presentations of iish acquisitions and guest speakers. 
These guest speakers deliver lectures on their field of research, which does not necessarily con-
cern the iish collection. The presentation and lecture are followed by a reception. In addition 
to these semi-annual gatherings, all Friends receive a forty-percent discount on iish publica-
tions. Friends paying dues of five hundred euros or more are also entitled to choose Institute 

publications from a broad selection offered at no charge. The board consults the Friends 
about allocation of the revenues from the dues and delivers an annual financial report in 

conjunction with the iish administration. The iish was founded by master collector Nicolaas 
Posthumus (1880-1960) in the 1930s. For the past two decades, two of the institutes established 
by this “history entrepreneur” have operated from the same premises: the neha (Netherlands 

Economic History Archive) since 1914 and the International Institute of Social History (iish), 
which is now 73 years old. Both institutes are still collecting, although the “subsidiary” iish 
has grown far larger than the “parent” neha. Detailed information about the iish appears 

in: Maria Hunink De papieren van de revolutie. Het Internationaal Instituut voor Sociale 
Geschiedenis 1935-1947 (Amsterdam 1986) and in: Jan Lucassen Tracing the past. Collections 

and research in social and economic history; The International Institute of Social History, 
The Netherlands Economic History Archive and related institutions (Amsterdam 1989). For 

all information concerning the Friends, see http://www.iisg.nl/friends/ .

f r o n t  p a g e : 

F r o n t  r o w , 

s e c o n d  f r o m 

t h e  r i g h t : 

N o o r  D i a -

m a n t ,  s e c o n d 

r o w ,  f i r s t 

f r o m  t h e 

r i g h t :  J e n n y 

T i mm  e r m a n s -

S c h a d d e l e e , 

t o g e t h e r 

w i t h  a  g r o u p 

o f  Am  e r i c a n 

a n d  C z e c h 

v o l u n t e e r s 

i n  P a r i s  o n 

t h e i r  w a y 

t o  S p a i n  t o 

w o r k  a s  d o c -

t o r s  a n d 

n u r s e s  w i t h 

t h e  I n t e r -

n a t i o n a l 

B r i g a d e s , 

A p r i l  1 9 3 7 . 

S e e  p a g e  8 

b e l o w  ( IIS   G , 

B G  T 2 / 6 2 9 ) 
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of Dr. Rahmat Pirnazar, which he 
presented to Turaj Atabaki, who 
is responsible for the Iranian and 
Central Asian collections at the 
Institute (see On the Waterfront 4, 
2002, pp. 6-7 and 13, 2006, pp. 9-
13). Born in 1927 in Kermanshah, 
Iran, he took his degree from the 
Medical School at Teheran Uni-
versity in 1958 and subsequently 
became a reader there. Next, he 
went to Chicago and then to Win-
nipeg, Canada, where he special-
ized in obstetrics, gynecology, and 
surgery. In 1966 Pirnazar returned 
to Iran to become a medical con-
sultant in Teheran and married 
his wife Mahin as well. In 1969 
Pirnazar returned with her to 
Chicago and was accredited by 
the American Board of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology. Over the course 
of his extended career, he worked 
at various hospitals in Illinois, 
finishing up at the Holy Family 
Hospital in Des Plaines. Dr Pir-
nazar is presently in retirement in 
California. 

Sixteenth Friends Day, 24 January 2008 
P r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n s

The type of biography described 
above might seem unusual for 
the ideal collector. Nevertheless, 
Pirnazar is such an individual: 
for decades he acted as an infor-
mal point of contact for Irani-
ans abroad, especially in North 
America. He collected all possible 
books about Iran during the pe-
riod of its forced modernization 
from the early twentieth century 
onwards. His collection of over 
700 monographs is especially 
strong in memoirs and other bio-
graphical writings of politicians, 
bureaucrats, intellectuals, and 
artists, such as the famous Mo-
hamed Mossadeq (1882-1956) and 
Abolhasan Ebtehaj (1899-1998), 
minister of planning under the 
shah. His collection also com-
prises nearly all classical works on 
modern political history of Persia 
and some fine specimens on the 
history of surrounding countries.

Some of his children’s books are 
very moving, such as Kitab-i Mus-
tatab-i Mathnavi Atfal [The book 

In 2005 the iish received selected 
archival items concerning 

the artist Gerard Hordijk (The 
Hague 1 899-Amsterdam 1958). 
These archival items were part of 
a larger archive that belonged to 
the economist J.J. Klant (neha, 
Special Collections, 680). Hordijk, 
who has virtually lapsed into 
oblivion, was a Dutch artist who 
studied painting at the academy 
in The Hague and earned a living 
designing theatre sets and murals. 
He lived in Paris, New York, and 
Amsterdam, travelled extensively, 
organized exhibitions, and corre-
sponded with Piet Mondriaan and 
others. The feature item in this file 
is a unique and colourful alphabet 
booklet by Hordijk. Each letter is 
depicted as a watercolour, as a 

collage, and as a combination of 
words devised by Hordijk.  

The iish presented the items to 
the Rijksbureau voor Kunsthis-
torische Documentatie (rkd) 

[National bureau for art history 
documentation] in The Hague, 
where they were welcomed as a 
complement to material previously 
received from Hordijk’s estate.

T h e  l e t t e r s 

D  a n d  E 

f r o m  G e r a r d 

H o r d i j k ’s 

a l p h a b e t 

b o o k l e t , 

p r e s u m a b l y 

f r o m  a r o u n d 

1 9 5 0 .  T h e 

l e t t e r  D 

f e a t u r e s  t h e 

t e x t  “ D r u k 

d o e n d e 

d o r s t i g e 

d i k k o p j e s ” , 

t h e  l e t t e r 

E  t h e  w o n -

d e r f u l  b u t 

e v e n  l o n g e r 

m o t t o  “ E r g 

e e n k e n n i g e 

e n  e i g e n l i j k 

e r g e r l i j k 

e e r z u c h t i g e 

e g e l ” ,  a l l i t -

e r a t i o n s 

t h a t  i n  E n g -

l i s h  w o u l d 

t r a n s l a t e 

i n t o  s o m e -

t h i n g  l i k e 

“ t a d p o l e s 

t r y i n g  t o 

t r a n s f i g u r e 

t o  t o a d s ” 

a n d  “ h o m e l y 

h e d g e h o g 

h o n e s t l y 

h o p i n g  h e ’ l l 

h a v e  h o n o r -

i f i c  h a n d -

s h a k e ”  ( RKD   , 

T h e  H a g u e ) 

From all nooks and corners

According to the longstanding  
tradition at these meetings, 

general matters were discussed 
first (described at the end of this 
issue), after which the editors 
presented their personal selec-
tions from the acquisitions of 
the past half year (the following 
eight items), and the meeting 
concluded with a lecture by Eef 
Vermeij (see pp. 10-13 below).

2  The Persian library of Dr. 
Rahmat Pirnazar
An institute with a library of 1.5 
million volumes needs to be selec-
tive in acquiring old books, in 
particular when they are offered 
in bulk. Nevertheless, one type 
of collection is and will always be 
especially appealing to us: special-
ized libraries, carefully brought 
together during a lifetime of schol-
arship. Such focused collections 
are a labour of love, and as a whole 
are worth more than the separate 
volumes together. An excellent 
example of such a library is that 
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ing detention of political prison-
ers. The Amnesty International 
collection is probably the larg-
est and the most striking. While 
initiatives that preceded these 
movements date back to the 
nineteenth century, the Dreyfus 
Affair in France was undoubtedly 
a major milestone. The protests 
had tremendous reverberations 
worldwide. Some believe that in 
addition the rise of the modern 
French intellectual took off. It is 
definitely no coincidence that by 
1923 a protest movement arose 
in France against political terror 
and detention of political pris-
oners in the new Soviet Union. 
This protest came not from the 
right – although this would not 
have been surprising, given the 
vast community of White Rus-
sians in France – but from criti-
cal intellectuals and artists from 
the left. A translated version of a 
pamphlet originally published in 
Germany against the oppression 
of Russian anarchists spurred the 
French to action. As is now well 

known, persecution of socialists 
and anarchists already thrived 
under Lenin. Upon his death on 
24 January 1924, his successors, of 
whom only Stalin remained in the 
end, intensified these practices. 
In France, those sympathizing 
with the persecuted launched a 
protest movement, including the 
“Syndicats minoritaires de la cgtu 
(Confédération générale du travail 
unitaire)”. The libertarian Jacques 
Reclus (1894-1984; later known as 
a Sinologist) served as secretary to 
what became an action committee. 
In 1924 a petition to the Russian 
government was compiled, and 
signatures were gathered, including 
several from eminent individuals. 
The names that remain include the 
Germanist and Nietzsche scholar 
Charles Andler (1866-1933), the 
economist and propagandist of 
the cooperative movement Charles 
Gide (1847-1932), the anthropolo-
gist Lucien Lévy-Bruhl (1857-1939), 
the historian Charles Seignobos 
(1854-1942), and the painter Paul 
Signac (1863-1935).

of famous poems for children], 
a selection of poems by Rumi 
Balkhi (1207-1273), published at 
Teheran in AH 1309 (1891/92 CE), 
donated to him by an uncle in SH 
1322 (1943 CE); another, printed 
around the same period is entitled 
Kalileh va Demneh (also appear-
ing with different titles, such as 
The fables of Bidpai or The Fables 
of Kalilah and Damnah). This was 
originally a Persian translation, 
done in 570 CE by the Sassanian 
physician Borzuy of the much 
older Panchatantra, a collection of 
fables in Sanskrit. The renowned 
Arabic version written by Ibn 
al-Muqaffa (750 CE) during the 
Middle Ages was disseminated 
to Europe and other countries, 
including new translations in 
Hebrew, Latin, and even modern 
Persian.

2  Le Groupement de 
Défense des Révolutionnaires 
Emprisonnés en Russie  
The Institute has an impressive 
collection on movements protest-

l e f t :  Ov  e r l y 

o bv  i o u s 

i l l u s t r a -

t i o n  t o  t h e 

s t o r y  “ T h e 

d e c e i v e d 

h u s b a n d , 

f r o m  K a l i l e h 

v a  D e m n e h 

( T e h e r a n  c . 

1 8 8 0 / 1 8 9 0 ) , 

p .  1 8 4  ( IISH    , 

L i b r a r y )

r i g h t :  I l l u s -

t r a t i o n 

d e p i c t i n g 

t h e  s t o r y  o f 

t h e  k i n g ’s 

d a u g h t e r 

w h o  u p o n 

l o s i n g  a 

p i e c e  o f  j e w -

e l r y  o r d e r e d 

a  t h o r o u g h 

b o d y  s e a r c h 

o f  a l l 

p r e s e n t  a t 

t h e  h a m a m , 

f r o m  R u m i 

B a l k h i , 

K i t a b - i  M u s -

t a t a b - i  M a t h -

n a v i  A t f a l 

[ T h e  b o o k 

o f  f a m o u s 

p o e m s  f o r 

c h i l d r e n ] 

( T e h e r a n 

1 8 9 1 / 1 8 9 2 ) , 

p .  2 1 0  ( IISH    , 

L i b r a r y ) 
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The archive has been separated 
from the papers of Max Nettlau, 
a famous collection of which the 
definitive inventory was published 
last year, thanks in part to a large 
grant from the Friends (see On the 
Waterfront 12, 2006, pp. 14-15; 14, 
2007, p. 14).

2 Albert Thomas en voyage, 
Geneva, 31 October 1928 
– Batavia 22 January 1929
A few times a year all Institute 
staff members involved in cata-
loguing, conducting inventories, 
and the like team up to clear larger 
collections that have been received 
but have yet to be processed for 
several reasons. On one such occa-
sion a book with no clear prov-
enance turned up, which proved 
to have an important content: a 
neatly typed carbon copy without 
a title page, indicating only its ori-
gins from the “Société des Amis 
d’Albert Thomas Genève”, and 
that it contained the report of a 
“Voyage russie – chine – japon 
– indes neerlandaises”  between 
November 1 928 and February 
1929. In fact, these are the per-
sonal notes of Albert Thomas, 
the French social-democrat who 
acted as the first and undoubtedly 
most widely known president of 
the International Labour Organi-
zation (ilo), based in Geneva, 
until his sudden death of a heart 
attack, shortly before he turned 54 
in 1932. 

While Thomas has travelled 
extensively, this travel log is un-
doubtedly more varied than the 
ones from all his other trips. This 
very long journal comprises 983 
pages, averaging eleven pages per 
day. The end is rather abrupt, 
omitting his return from Batavia 
via Singapore, Colombo, Aden, 
and Egypt. Most of the text is de-
voted to China, which he crossed 
by train from the Russian border 
at Manchouli via Mukden, Har-
bin, Peking, Hankou, Canton, 
from Hankou by boat to Nankin 
and Shanghai, and finally to Ja-
pan, French Indochina, and the 
Netherlands East Indies.

These few lines cannot possibly 
convey a journey of this magni-
tude, duly recorded by Thomas’ 
personal secretary Dubourg and 
described by his Irish successor 
E.J. Phelan a few years later. Ex-
cept for the two weeks that he was 
absent between Sverdlovsk/Jekat-
erinenburg and Mukden, because 
he missed the train fulfilling his 
near-daily duty of posting Tho-
mas’ letters, Dubourg was consist-
ently present with his type writer 
to record his boss’ thoughts. Many 
parts of this manuscript contain 
verbatim recordings of discus-
sions. 

Unfortunately we are unable to 
include here the vivid, detailed 
descriptions of parades on Red 
Square, the world’s largest open 
cast coal mine near Mukden, 

the Japanese campagnonnage 
system, and the idiosyncrasies 
of A.G. Vreede, the labour com-
missioner at Batavia who at the 
same time acted as a bishop of the 
Free Catholic Church and had re-
cently ordained the burgomaster 
of Batavia as a sub-deacon in this 
theosophical-type church. 

Instead, we would like to point 
to a specific event that might 
interest those who know about 
the history of collections such as 
ours. The occasion is the meeting 
he had in the afternoon of Tues-
day 6 November 1928 with David 
Borisovich Rjazanov (1870-1938; 
murdered upon orders from Sta-
lin), founder of Moscow’s Marx 

R e c e i p t  f r o m 

a n  o r d e r  b y 

t h e  FRENCH      

ACTION       c o m -

m i t t e e 

o f  1 0 , 0 0 0 

p o s t e r 

s t a m p s  a n d 

1 , 0 0 0  t i c k e t s 

a t  FF   1 7 0 . 5 0 , 

1 3  M a y 1 9 2 4 

( IISH    , 

A r c h i v e s )

A l b e r t  T h o m a s  i n  J a p a n ,  d r e s s e d  i n  a  k i m o n o , 

p r e s e n t e d  t o  h i m  b y  J a p a n e s e  s a i l o r s  ( AL  B ERT   

THO   M AS   V I V ANT   .  UN   G RAND     CITOYEN        DU   M ONDE    . 

É t u d e s ,  t ém  o i g n a g e s ,  s o u v e n i r s .  O u v r a g e 

p u b l i é  p a r  l e s  s o i n s  d e  l a  S o c i é t é  d e s  a m i s 

d ’ A l b e r t  T h o m a s ,  G e n è v e  1 9 5 7 ,  f o l l o w i n g  p . 

3 2 4 ,  IISH     l i b r a r y ,  F  1 2 9 4 / 6 4 0 )
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and Engels Institute (see Illustra-
tion above on this page).

Albert Thomas had been in 
Russia several times before. He 
first traveled there in 1898, when 
this son of a village baker gradu-
ated with honours from the Lycée 
Michelet and was offered a trip to 
Tomsk. It was the year of the coro-
nation of Nicholas II, the emperor 
whom he visited in person in May 
1916. At the time, as the French 
minister of armaments, Thomas 
needed to strengthen ties with the 
eastern ally. His third visit took 
place in April-June 1917, when 
Nicholas II had been banished, 
and Kerenski had seized control. 
This was undoubtedly his most 
important stay in Russia.

His new post in Geneva re-
quired more travel than ever. As 
he told some old friends in his 
place of birth in 1925: “I roam 
the world like a wandering Jew in 
social politics. I wear eyeglasses 
and carry a heavy bag that revue 
writers mock; I’m happy when my 
eyeglasses allow me a clearer view 
of national situations and inter-
national problems, and when I 
bring along a ratification of in-
ternational conventions or a na-
tional draft bill in my bag, which 
entails a small step closer to a just 
and peaceful organization of the 
world.”

2  Motipur Sugar factory 
1934-1935
Thirty years ago a co-worker from 
a Dutch municipal archive pur-
chased a photograph album in a 
second hand bookshop in Leiden. 
He was interested in one part and 
recently offered the other part to 
Frank de Jong, because it was 
about India and might be more 
appropriate for the iish/neha. 
This turned out to be a good 
idea, but what did these photo-

a large sugar factory that now 
lies vacant and abandoned. This 
factory nonetheless appeared on 
the Internet, thanks to a detailed 
report by a zealous narrow-gauge 
aficionado, who found everything 
to his liking there, such as loco-
motives, narrow-gauge rails, and 
switches, and documented this for 
kindred spirits worldwide. He also 
discovered that the Motipur Sugar 
factory opened in 1934, and that 
the two stationary steam engines 
in the mill were built in Amster-
dam in 1933. Thus it gradually 
became clear how a photograph 
album discovered in the Nether-

graphs depict? The captions were 
very summary. What next? Some 
photographs turned out to have 
been taken in “Motipur”, which, 
as an Internet search revealed, 
had apparently been the site of 

O n  h i s 

f o u r t h 

t r i p ,  A l b e r t 

T h o m a s 

s t a y e d  i n 

M o s c o w  f r o m 

3  u n t i l  8 

N o v e mb  e r 

1 9 2 8 .  I n  t h e 

a f t e r n o o n 

o f  T u e s d a y 

6  N o v e mb  e r , 

R j a z a n o v 

g a v e  h i m  a 

t o u r  o f  t h e 

M a r x - E n g e l s 

I n s t i t u t e , 

w h i c h  l e d 

h i m  t o  c o n -

c l u d e  o n 

p .  9 6  o f 

t h e  m a n u -

s c r i p t :  “ I 

c a n n o t  h i d e 

m y  a d m i r a -

t i o n  f o r 

t h e  a c h i e v e -

m e n t s .  A t 

t h e  s a m e 

t i m e ,  I  c o n -

f e s s  t h a t  I 

a m  e n v i o u s , 

b e c a u s e  w e 

d o  n o t  h a v e 

a  s i m i l a r 

c o l l e c t i o n 

o n  t h e  h i s -

t o r y  o f 

S o c i a l i s m  i n 

t h e  m e m o r y 

o f  J a u r è s ” ) 

W e i g h i n g  s u g a r  c a n e  b e f o r e  g r i n d i n g  a n d  b o i l i n g  i t  i n  t h e 

f a c t o r y .  T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r e s e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  s u gg  e s t s  t h a t 

t h e  D u t c h m a n  a t  t h e  l e f t  ( w h o  a l s o  a p p e a r s  o n  a  p h o t o -

g r a p h  t a k e n  o n  1 8  A p r i l  1 9 3 4 )  c o u l d  b e  M o h r ,  W i t t e v e e n , 

H u y t i n g ,  o r  M o r s m a n  ( IISH    ,  B & G  T  2 / 6 6 4 )

A n o t h e r  S t o r k - W e r k s p o o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n  I n d i a ,  b u t  w h i c h 

o n e ?  T h e  c a p t i o n  r e a d s  “ D e l h i ,  J a n .  ’ 3 5 .  DSW   ”  ( IISH    ,  B & G  T 

2 / 6 6 4 ) .



{  �  }

In
te

rn
at

io
na

al
 i

ns
ti

tu
ut

 v
oo

r 
so

ci
al

e 
ge

sc
hi

ed
en

is

in
te

rn
at

io
na

l 
in

st
it

ut
e 

of
 s

oc
ia

l 
hi

st
or

y

{  �  }

o n  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  1 6  ·  2 0 0 8

lands might relate to India. We 
have managed to reconstruct the 
following.

The machine factories of Werk-
spoor in Amsterdam and of Stork 
in Hengelo had a long history go-
ing back into the first half of the 
nineteenth century to manufacture 
machines for sugar production on 
Java in the Netherlands Indies, 
according to their annual reports 
and commemorative albums at 
the neha. The onset of the De-
pression led orders from Java to 
drop sharply, and other markets 
needed to be found. In 1932 a few 
years of successful exports to other 
sugar countries began, especially 
to India, where sugar production 
continued, thanks to high tariffs. 
This was how the Motipur branch 
of A Rahim Usman & Company 
wound up with machines from 
the Netherlands. Stork-Werk-
spoor opened an agency in New 
Delhi, which was later transferred 
to Calcutta. The representatives 
of the firm in India were – in 
chronological order – M. Mohr, 
J.W. Witteveen, Mr Huyting, 
and W. Morsman. One of them 
is likely to have kept this album, 
which contains many photographs 
from the factories, as well as of the 
major earthquake in North Bihar 
in 1934. It relates directly to the 
study by Ulbe Bosma of the re-
search department about labour 
relationships in this industry.

2  International brigades 
Seventy years after the Spanish 
Civil War, the Institute continues 
to receive additions to the vast 
archives and many publications 
already present, as the following 
examples reveal. All concern the 
International Brigades, especially 
Dutch participants in them. This 
cohesive element underlies their 
special value (see also On the 
Waterfront 3, 2001, p. 10; 4, 2002, 
p. 10; and 6, 2003, pp. 6-7).

In 2 007 Ed van Bergen en-
trusted the photograph album 
of his mother Noor van Bergen-
Diamant (1912-1987) to the In-
stitute. During the Spanish Civil 
War, Noor worked as a nurse on 
the side of the Spanish Republic. 
She came from a family of social 
democrats and had worked at the 

Wilhelmina Gasthuis Hospital of 
the University of Amsterdam in 
the Netherlands. A friend of her 
parents, Ben Sajet, who had ties 
with the Medische Commissie Hulp 
aan Spanje [Medical Committee of 
Spanish Relief ] (see On the Wa-
terfront 11, 2005, pp. 3-5), intro-
duced her to a group of medical 
volunteers interested in going to 
Spain. In April 1937 she travelled 
to Spain via Paris together with 
some other nurses (including 
Trudel van Reemst). The Dutch 
government had authorized their 
mission. At first her group worked 
at the hospital in Onteniente, 
which received support from 
the Second International. Later 
the nurses were each assigned to 
work in different places. After 
a few months in Onteniente, 
Noor went to Albacete, where 
she joined the Communist Party, 
because she was impressed with 
the aid from the Soviet Union to 
the Spanish Republic and believed 
that the social democrats were not 
doing enough for the cause. She 
was then transferred to the field 
hospital of the 45th division. In 
late 1938 she and the other partici-

pants in the International Brigades 
returned to the Netherlands and 
received a heroes’ welcome at the 
Hotel Krasnapolsky. The album 
features photographs of nurses 
and soldiers (primarily Dutch) 
from the International Brigades. 

Trudel van Reemst-De Vries 
(1914-2007) was a student nurse at 
the Jewish Hospital in Rotterdam. 
She also reached Onteniente via 
the Medische Commissie Hulp aan 
Spanje. After leaving the hospi-
tal there, she joined the “Dutch” 
hospital in Villanueva de la Jara 
in September 1937. This was a 
hospital of the International Bri-
gades which received support spe-
cifically from the Netherlands. It 
belonged to the Servicio Sanitario 
of the IBs. 

After the war Trudel was very 
active helping victims of the Fran-
co regime. Her personal papers, 
which she entrusted to the Insti-
tute following her death in 2007, 
contain documents reflecting her 
involvement. These papers also 
comprise information on later 
trips to Spain to attend gatherings 
commemorating the IBs.	

The Institute also received files 
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from two other participants in 
the International Brigades: Karl 
Neijssel and Herman Scheer-
boom. Both reached Spain in the 
summer of 1937. They were im-
bued with an awareness that fas-
cism was a grave threat that need-
ed to be stopped. They crossed the 
French-Spanish border illegally 
during the night via the Pyrenees, 
because France had agreed not to 
intervene. After 6 weeks of basic 
training and a few Spanish lessons, 
they were assigned to their posi-
tions. Neijssel, who had recently 
completed his military service in 
the Netherlands, started out with 
the anti-aircraft artillery and later 
served as an infantryman with the 
Dimitrov batallion of the 129th 
Brigade, which included many 
Yugoslavs. This batallion was de-
ployed to the front at Teruel and 
fought in the Ebro offensive. 

His papers comprise personal 
documents, including some re-

garding his Dutch citizenship, 
and, following his return to the 
Netherlands, his stay at Vught 
concentration camp during World 
War II. There are also many pho-
tographs of him at commemora-
tive gatherings in Spain and Am-
sterdam.

Herman Scheerboom arrived 
in Spain in June 1937 and was 
assigned to the Thälmann batal-
lion of the Eleventh Brigade. In 
January 1938 he was injured in the 
Republcan offensive at Teruel. In 
April that year he was captured 
and remained a prisoner of war 
until the summer of 1943. His cor-
respondence with his mother and 
with the Dutch diplomatic mis-
sion in Madrid throughout his 
imprisonment make the archive 
especially interesting. Following 
his release, he travelled via Por-
tugal to Great Britain, where he 
joined the Princess Irene Brigade 
and helped liberate the Nether-
lands.

In 2007 the Institute also re-
ceived an addition to the tran-
scripts of the interviews conduct-
ed by the authors of the book De 
oorlog begon in Spanje (1986) with 
several participants in this war.

The small collection of let-
ters from Fanny Schoonheyt to 
her girlfriend Neeltje Bakker is 
particularly intriguing. Neeltje, 
the daughter of Jacobus Bakker, 
chairman of the Mercurius un-
ion of office workers, and Fanny 
met while attending secondary 
school in Rotterdam. In 1 936 
Fanny worked for the secretariat 
to the Popular Olympiad, which 
was to be held that summer as a 
protest against the 1936 Olympics 
in Berlin, organized by the Nazis. 
At the start of the uprising against 
Franco, she joined the militia of 
the Catalan Communist Party 
(psuc). The collection comprises 
letters from the period 1934 to 
1954. In the autumn of 1938 she 
was in France. In her letters, she is 
fairly secretive about her activities 
there. They seem to relate to the 
struggle of the Spanish Republic. 
Her naive optimism in late 1938 
about the likelihood that the Re-
public would emerge victorious is 
equally remarkable.

The Spanish anarchist exile An-

tonia Fontanillas presented the 
Institute with part of her father’s 
collection of books and pam-
phlets. This typical anarchist’s bib-
liothèque savante comprises many 
works about science and culture, 
as well as literature on social is-
sues. The pamphlets consist of 
three archive boxes filled with 
extremely rare, small Spanish 
anarchist pamphlets from before 
and during the Civil War. It is a 
minor miracle that this library 
emerged intact from the years un-
der Franco. In late 1945 the home 
of the Fontanillas family, active 
in the clandestine anarchosyndi-
calist movement, was raided by 
the police. The family members 
present were arrested but were 
soon released. When Antonia re-
turned home that same day, she 
found two policemen waiting for 
orders and the floor littered with 
her father‘s book collection. The 
policemen were instructed by the 
police headquarters to leave and 
did not touch the books. 

The banner of the 120th Briga-
da Mixta of the 26th division of 
the Spanish Republican army is 
another cherished acquisition. 
This division consisted of soldiers 
who had served with the anarchist 
Columna Durruti, before it was 
incorporated in the Republican 
army in early 1937. The banner 
was entrusted to the Institute by 
Joan Sans i Sicart (1914-2007), 
who fled to France following the 
defeat of the Republic and was 
the last survivor of the Brigade.

2  Devi Prasad (born 1921): 
No path to peace, peace is the 
path
The archive of War Resisters’ Interna-
tional (wri) has been at the Institute 
for many years. wri was established 
in Bilthoven (the Netherlands) in 
1921 as a global network of inde-
pendent organizations, groups, and 
persons who subscribe to the wri 
statement of principle: “War is a 
crime against humanity. I am there-
fore determined not to support any 
kind of war and to strive for the 
removal of all causes of war.”  

One of the most renowned pio-
neers was the Indian Devi Pras-
ad, born in 1921 in Dehra Dun 
in Northern India and residing 

PHOTO     G RAPH     TAKEN      SO  M ETI   M E  IN   THE    1 9 3 0 S  IN  

HOLLAND       .  FRO   M  DE   OO  r LO  G  B E G ON   IN   SPANJE      : 

NEDERLANDERS             IN   DE   SPAANSE        B UR  G EROORLO       G 

1 9 3 6 - 1 9 3 9  [ THE    WAR    STARTED        IN   SPAIN     :  THE   

DUTCH      IN   THE    SPANISH        CI  V IL   WAR    1 6 3 6 - 1 9 3 9 ] 

ORI   G INAL     PHOTO     G RAPH     FRO   M  PRI   V ATE    COLLEC      -

TION     OF   JENNY      TI  M M ER  M ANS   - SCHADDELEE           ( IISH    

LI  B RARY     3 2 0 / 1 1 8 )



{  �  }

In
te

rn
at

io
na

al
 i

ns
ti

tu
ut

 v
oo

r 
so

ci
al

e 
ge

sc
hi

ed
en

is

in
te

rn
at

io
na

l 
in

st
it

ut
e 

of
 s

oc
ia

l 
hi

st
or

y

{  �  }

o n  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  1 6  ·  2 0 0 8

in London from 1962, where he 
became the wri secretary and sub-
sequently served as the chairman 
until 1975. He remained active 
with wri for several decades there-
after – first from London and later 
from New Delhi, where he lives to 
this day. While writing his book 
War Is a Crime Against Humanity 
(2005) about the history of wri 
from its establishment until 1975 
(the same year that the Vietnam 
War ended, also the year that wri 
moved to Brussels), he made a 
few visits to the iish, where the 
wri archive is kept, and where he 
conducted his research. 

From 1942, Devi Prasad worked 
with Mahatma Gandhi (see On 
the Waterfront 8, 2004, p. 6) as a 
teacher and artist in Sevagram, 
Gandhi’s Ashram, where he be-
came involved in peace educa-
tion. Together, the two devel-
oped a peace culture. He wrote 
countless pamphlets and articles 
about raising people and educat-
ing them to live in peace. He also 
belonged to various non-violent 
movements that pursued social 
reforms in India.

Devi Prasad helped with cam-
paigns for aid to Czechoslovakia 
(1968), Spanish Conscientious 
Objectors (1971), the wri cam-
paign against US involvement in 
Vietnam, the wri campaign to 
have conscientious objection to 
military service recognized as a hu-
man right, as well as with Opera-
tion Omega for aid to Bangladesh 
(1971-1972). In the 1940s he was 
active in the Leave India Campaign 
against British rule. 

The papers of Devi Prasad, 

which arrived a few months ago, 
complement the wri archive al-
ready present here, although they 
also contain extensive personal 
correspondence with peace or-
ganizations, peace activists, and 
conscientious objectors from all 
over the world and a wealth of 
information about wri activities 
in Asia. 

2  Martin Bailey and the oil 
boycott
Organizing a collective petition 
drive is a classical form of col-
lective action (see e.g. above on 
p. 4 Le Groupement de Défense 
des Révolutionnaires Emprisonnés 
en Russie). Later on, economic 
boycotts became popular forms 
of collective action and were 
highly effective, provided that 
they were well organized. The 
best worldwide examples are per-
haps the oil boycott of Rhodesia 
and subsequently that of South 
Africa. Following Ian Smith’s 
Unilateral Declaration of Inde-
pendence on 11 November 1965, 
sanctions had been imposed on 

the country, and the oil embargo 
was the most important form of 
pressure. However, the major oil 
companies secretly continued 
deliveries to Rhodesia. From the 
mid-1970s Martin Bailey, born 
in 1 947 and a graduate of the 
London School of Economics, 
where he wrote his PhD thesis on 
Tanzanian foreign policy, started 
to investigate exactly how the 
companies operated. To this end, 
he needed to know the precise 
movements of oil tankers, which 
required accessing vast quantities 
of documentation. Together with 
Bernard Rivers, he published 
Oilgate. The sanctions scandal 
(1979), for which they received 
the British Journalist of the Year 
award.  The actions of Bailey and 
Rivers proved immensely success-
ful. An official UK enquiry was 
launched, and in 1980 Rhodesia 
gained independence as Zimba-
bwe.

Bailey and Rivers subsequently 
shifted their attention to South 
Africa, in close cooperation with 
the Shipping Research Bureau in 
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T h e  IISH     B r a n c h i n g 
O u t  i n  S o u t h  a n d 

S o u t h e a s t  A s i a : 
F i v e  Y e a r s 

o f  Ex   p e r i e n c e

The Asia Department, as it is 
generally known nowadays – in 
effect a team effort between a 
few Institute staff members affili-
ated with different departments 
– was launched in 1996. Upon 
joining the Institute, Willem van 
Schendel (also a professor at the 
University of Amsterdam) was 
assigned to plan an Asia Depart-
ment and to draft an acquisi-
tions profile. At first, the focus 
was mainly on Bangladesh and 
Pakistan, primarily because these 
countries seemed to be overshad-
owed by India as the subject of 
general interest, and because they 
have had ample experience with 
the blessings of military regimes, 
known to have had disastrous 
consequences for social and politi-
cal movements, and also because 
neither country has much of a tra-
dition collecting the type of mate-
rial that we gather at the iish.  
From the outset in 1996, a first 
Guide to the Asian Collections 
at iish was published. Though 
modest in size (96 pages), it was a 
good reference. The next edition 
(2001) spanned 184 pp., and the 
latest one from 2007 (only dig-
ital at this time http://www.iisg.
nl/asia/pdf/asiaguide.pdf ) has 
nearly 400 pp.

The department consisted of 
Willem van Schendel and Emile 
Schwidder during its first two 
years. Emile had succeeded Fritjof 
Tichelman as the Asia specialist in 
1994. In 1998 I was asked about 
joining the Asia Department part-

time. The department’s activities 
were expanding faster than an-
ticipated, and Willem, whose po-
sition at the iish was only part-
time, did not have enough time. 
Hence the search for a “coordina-
tor”, a position I hold to this day.  
The first project entrusted to me 
in my new position was the Bur-
ma Archives Project. This project 
is the initiative of a group of Bur-
mese activists and scholars, and 
the iish was directly involved via 
Willem. The project objective is 
to preserve all conceivable kinds 
of Burmese heritage in danger of 
being lost. In practice this meant 
that the iish would try to bring 
the archives of Burmese (in the 
geographic sense, not the eth-
nic one) opposition movements 
in exile, based mainly along the 
Thai-Burmese border, to safety for 
the explicit purpose – and this is 
what makes this project unique 
– that if Burma ever becomes a 
democracy, the material preserved 
in Amsterdam will be returned to 
Burma to start forming a social-
historical collection there. Now, 
nearly ten years later, we find that 
this project has succeeded despite 
all frustrations and problems (see 
On the Waterfront for previous re-
ports about related acquisitions: 
from Burma 1  / 2, 2000/2001, 
p. 11, 16; 10, 2005, pp. 8-9; from 
Bengal and Bangladesh 3, 2001, 
pp. 8-9; 4, 2002, p. 14; 7, 2003, 
pp. 7-8; from Pakistan 8, 2004, 
pp. 7-8; from Nepal 3, 2001, pp. 
9-10; and from the Philippines 1 / 
2, 2000/2001, pp. 10-11, 14).

Because the iish seemed inter-
ested in establishing extended 
ties with Asia, it decided in the 
early summer of 2000 that plan-

Amsterdam, an operation spon-
sored jointly by the Dutch Comité 
Zuid-Afrika [Committee for South 
Africa] and the Kairos action 
group (the papers of both organi-
zations are available at the Insti-
tute). Their activities also covered 
Namibia until its independence 
in 1990. When South Africa abol-
ished apartheid four years later, 
and Mandela took over in 1994, 
this particular form of economic 
investigation and action came to 
an end. Martin Bailey donated his 
documents on the United Nations 
oil delivery sanctions against Na-
mibia, Rhodesia, and South Af-
rica and related materials to the 
Institute and today writes about 
visual arts.

2  David Arnott (born 1943)
Martin Bailey was not the only 
activist to believe that “knowl-
edge is power”; many others have 
always believed this and continue 
to do so. One is David Arnott 
(born in Dewsbury, England in 
1943). Concerned about human 
rights violations in Burma, he 

gathered a wealth of docu-
mentation about that 

country and adja-
cent areas and 

donated it to 
the Institute. 
These docu-
ments fill no 
fewer than five 
filing cabinets 

weighing  an 
estimated 800 

kilos and 29 boxes 
weighing another 

800 kilos, totaling 5.5 
cubic meters. He has vis-

ited the Institute in person to 
select double materials useful for 
activists in Thailand. The docu-
mentation is mainly about the 
human rights situation in Burma 
from 1987 (including documents 
on companies investing in that 
country), as well as more general 
material on social injustice in 
South Asia, such as in the Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts in the 1980s 
and 1 990s, Thailand, Bhutan, 
Tibet, India, and Sri Lanka. His 
collection also contains publica-
tions of Human Rights Asia.

Lecture by Eef Vermeij, 
our man in Bangkok 
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ning more permanent operations 
in the region would be a good 
idea, in part in response to vari-
ous suggestions from our local 
representatives from Pakistan 
and Bangladesh. Bangkok was 
selected primarily for infrastruc-
tural reasons: it is very centrally 
located, is easily accessible by air 
transport, and is relatively flex-
ible about issuing visas, enabling 
people from South and Southeast 
Asia to attend congresses and 
gatherings there. All this is con-
ducive to establishing contacts. 
In addition, Thailand still has 
a liberal government, which is 
very important for our work. In 
Malaysia or Singapore, for exam-
ple, this would be impossible.  
In late September 2002 I travelled 
to Thailand and opened Bureau 
Bangkok, as we called it. At first 
it was to be a three-year trial 
project, with an optional three-
year extension. I was expected 
to submit monthly substantive 
and financial reports and was 
entitled to return to Amsterdam 
once a year. I had to figure eve-
rything else out as I went along.  
I left with three missions: 
• first, as I had done from Amster-
dam, supervising and coordinating 
our local representatives (Bang-
ladesh, Pakistan, and Burma); 

• conducting research in a half 
dozen countries where the iish 
was not active to determine 
whether launching activities there 
would be worthwhile. The coun-
tries were: South Korea, Taiwan, 
the Philippines, Cambodia, 
Nepal and Sri Lanka, and later 
on Malaysia and Hong Kong;  
• seeking opportunities for creat-
ing new history sources.

The selection of countries has 
changed somewhat over the years. 
First, Malaysia and Hong Kong 
were later tacitly added to the pro-
file. Malaysia was selected in part 
because of the coincidence that in 
2003 we obtained the archive of 
the “10th” or Malaysian Regiment 
of the Malaysian Communist 
Party (in fact, the cpm had only 
four regiments: three Chinese 
and one Malaysian). This acqui-
sition illustrates the problems that 
arise in the region. Since having 
the right contacts is essential to 
cultivate confidence, I started 
by flying to Kuala Lumpur to 
meet my local contact and then 
flew with him to Khota Bharu, 
from where we were driven to 
the Thai border. Because my con-
tact, a former cpm member, was 
still blacklisted, a protocol was 
arranged in case he was detained 

at the border. Fortunately, this did 
not happen. He was interrogated 
only briefly, and we were able to 
look for our contact across the 
Thai border. This person would 
accompany us the rest of the way.  
Note that early in its struggle 
against the Malaysian govern-
ment, the cpm had to seek refuge 
near the border with Thailand and 
later relocated its operations to 
Thailand. When the cpm eventu-
ally signed a peace treaty with the 
Malaysian and Thai governments 
in 1989, several party members 
decided to remain in Thailand, 
some of their own free will, others 
because they were not pardoned 
and were therefore not allowed to 
return to Malaysia. Upon arriving 
in the village, we started negotia-
tions immediately but did not get 
to see any of the material at that 
point. Once we had established a 
rapport, we were shown some of 
the material: the diaries of Suriani 
and a notebook kept by Abdul-
lah CD, where he had recorded 
in miniscule handwriting all 
fights in which he was involved, 
the routes they had taken, the 
injured, etc. Magnificent histori-
cal material. In the end we agreed 
that copies would be made of the 
material and the originals sent 
to Amsterdam, and that the iish 

A  l e a k i n g 

r o o f  a t  t h e 

o f f i c e  o f  a 

B u r m e s e 

e x i l e 

o r g a n i z a -

t i o n  i n  M a e 

S o t  c a u s e d 

f o r  a n 

i m p r o m p t u 

s o l u t i o n . 

D r y i n g  m a g a -

z i n e s  a n d 

l e a f l e t s , 

j u s t  n e x t 

t o  t h e  f i r e -

p l a c e  ( n o t 

v i s i b l e ) 

( PHOTO     G RAPH    

B Y  EEF    V ER  -

M EIJ   )



Internationaal instituut voor sociale geschiedenis

international institute of social history

{  12  }

o n  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  1 6  ·  2 0 0 8

{  13  }

would fund the cost of the copies. 
In the evenings I was advised not 
to turn on the light in my bed-
room. This was a security meas-
ure: somebody might see me, and 
something might happen. My 
room overlooked the road and 
was an easy target for snipers. 
The next day a delegation of the 
Parti Sosialis Malaysia arrived 
for a visit. Of course this was a 
perfect opportunity – and a very 
appropriate setting – to intro-
duce the work of the iish and 
to illustrate its importance to 
the PSM. Last summer the first 
section of the archive reached 
Amsterdam via my co-worker 
Emile. Despite their good inten-
tions, however, the usual political 
practices take precedence, and the 

process requires a lot of patience.  
By the time we reached the stage 
at which the 10th regiment archive 
materials were to be handed over, 
the uprising had broken out in 
the South of Thailand, and trav-
elling to that area was no longer 
safe. We arranged to meet at 
a hotel in Hat Yai, where they 
would bring the material. To our 
immense disappointment, they 
brought us the copies (except for 
a few originals). Nothing could 
be done about that. Nor did they 
include the personal papers. We 
still hope to bring the originals 
and the personal papers to safety 
at some point.

Hong Kong is interesting, be-

cause it remains (although in 
decreasing measure, due to the 
high rents) a centre for regional 
non-governmental organizations 
(ngos), which are of insufficient 
local interest to Hong Kong ar-
chives and therefore have nowhere 
to entrust their materials there. 
Moreover, the extremely high cost 
of space in Hong Kong basically 
compels organizations to get rid 
of material in some cases. In the 
first three years in Bangkok we 
obtained two major archives this 
way: one from the Asian Center 
for Progress of Peoples (acpp, a 
Christian organization dedicated 
to humanitarian causes in gen-
eral, especially in Asia) and the 
other from the Asia Monitor Re-
source Centre (amrc), a regional 

organization involved in labour 
and workers’ rights, which has 
focused on China in recent years. 
Negotiations are in progress with 
other organizations as well.

After the first three years we 
ceased our efforts in Taiwan and 
Korea but added Nepal and Sri 
Lanka to the South-Asian core 
countries, thus forming a contigu-
ous collection region highlighting 
Northeast India and West Bengal.  
We restricted our efforts in India 
to the Northeast both for practical 
reasons (India is simply too large), 
and because we expected this re-
gion to become more important 
in the future. In Southeast Asia we 
decided to favour Cambodia, after 

which we targeted the Philippines. 
In addition to coordinating the 
work of our local representatives, 
travel and working visits are the 
most important activities of the 
Bangkok Bureau. Our objective is 
to visit all core countries once a 
year. In some cases these visits are 
more frequent, depending on spe-
cial projects and unexpected devel-
opments. These journeys tend to 
average a week, depending to some 
extent on the purpose and destina-
tion, and are usually to national 
capitals. The exception is Pakistan, 
where I usually spend two weeks 
travelling throughout the country.  
The chief objective is to contact 
groups and movements and to 
speak with their representatives, 
tell them about the Institute’s his-
tory and activities, and explain 
what the Institute might be able 
to do for the organization or the 
individual. Over the years I have 
established these contacts – based 
in part on the network of our 
local representatives – through 
research on the web, in publica-
tions, mailing lists, and the like, 
as well as via the networks of my 
partner and colleagues. In addi-
tion to introducing the Institute, 
our aim is to gather “grey” ma-
terial about the relevant groups 
on site. Such material is gener-
ally not available elsewhere, not 
even at local bookstores, because 
appropriate distribution chan-
nels are virtually non-existent. 
We decide whether to acquire ar-
chives, after we have investigated 
whether alternative local solutions 
are available. Automatic transfer 
of all materials to Amsterdam is 
not the objective. This course is 
taken only in cases where it ap-
pears to be the best solution, and 
when the group concerned explic-
itly states that they would rather 
have their documents stored in 
Amsterdam than at somebody’s 
home or in a local archive. 
In a broader context, this also 
means – given the modest oppor-
tunities and means available to the 
iish – that, if any local initiatives 
exist, we encourage them. The iish 
has, for example, provided support 
for a few years to Professor Maha-
bub Rahman’s Heritage – Archives 
of Bangladesh History in Rajshahi 
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(Bangladesh). Separate accommo-
dations were recently found for 
these archives. Likewise, we are 
trying to team up with the Thai 
Labour Museum, which in addi-
tion to a modest museum has a li-
brary about the history of the Thai 
labour movement, and with which 
we are developing various projects 
to digitize the collections.
	 The third activity entails devel-
oping new historical sources, 
usually as oral history. We have 
had an ongoing project in India/
Bangladesh, featuring video 
interviews with former leaders of 
political parties, farmers’ revolts, 
and the like, for a few years now. 
The interviews are conducted by 
our local representative Shahriar 
Kabir, a professional journalist, 
writer, and film maker. Ahmad 
Saleem, our representative in 
Pakistan, has done a project about 
Pakistani miners and is develop-
ing another about the history of 
progressive movements. Other 
oral history projects were con-
ducted in Indonesia and Central 
Asia. A concise guide, including 
a list of the South Asian Oral 
History Collections, was recently 
published http://www.iisg.nl/asia/
pdf/south_asia_oral_history.pdf. 
What have these efforts yielded? 
A few figures for what was sent 
from Bangkok to Amsterdam in 
the past five years provide a quan-
titative impression: 
•	 8 shiploads, comprising 1 79 

boxes with a volume of 8 m3;
•	22 shipments by courier, total-

ing 530 kilos of (largely archi-
val) material;

•	 over the course of these five 
years, I have personally brought 
about 700 posters and countless 
kilos of Image & Sound mate-
rials on my biannual visits to 
Amsterdam.

While the exciting stories about 
the circuitous routes that some 
of this material travelled to reach 
Amsterdam would unfortunately 
exceed the scope of this forum, 
the collections acquired in recent 
years are listed on the web pages 
of the Asia Department (see p. 
10 above). Which attributes are 
essential in this line of work? 
As with any other collection ac-
tivity, you need to be fairly ecu-

menical or liberal, in a manner 
of speaking. You deal with many 
different cultures, religions, 
political beliefs, and operators 
and need to proceed somewhat 
like a chameleon. Literally. 
When introducing yourself, bear 
in mind that people want to 
understand your frame of refer-
ence. Are you one of us, and if 
not, what are you? Who are your 
friends, with whom do you inter-
act, and whom do you avoid, and 
how do you speak about whom? 
The experience is like walking 
on a tightrope, and you need to 
watch what you say. Mistakes are 
sometimes inevitable. I have en-
countered a lot of mistrust: many 
have never heard of the iish and 
do not see why they should store 

their materials in Amsterdam. 
How do they know that I am not 
cia? Worse, the entire Institute 
could be cia. Who can guaran-
tee that the material will not be 
used against us? The best remedy 
is to take the criticism or mistrust 
seriously and to talk and talk.... 
A basic awareness of the different 
cultures is also useful, although 
that is pretty obvious. Show com-
mon decency and respect, avoid 
getting irritated, do not let others 
lose face, and be patient. This will 
get you a long way. 

One question that remains 
concerns the choice of ma-

terial :  what do we collect, 
and what don’t we collect? 
Part of the reason why I have put 
this question off so long is prob-
ably that – at least as far as the 
archives are concerned – it has 
hardly ever occurred that I had to 
refuse collections. First, I am the 
one to search for material, which 
means that I have already made 
up my mind. And this selection 
is of course based on various con-
siderations: is it generally compat-
ible with the iish collection, or 
can I justify that it belongs there? 
Along these lines: are we likely to 
obtain more such material, which 
means that I should get this mate-
rial now. What is the importance 
and the significance of the group 
or individual concerned? These 

considerations obviously vary de-
pending on the country. Second, 
the most urgent consideration is 
whether the material is in jeop-
ardy (and this may be for various 
reasons and in different ways), 
and can or should we help res-
cue it? Of course thirty years of 
dealing with books in different 
capacities has cultivated a sense 
of what is potentially interesting 
material. Even then – and this is 
what makes collecting fun – had 
I faced the same decision a day 
earlier or later, I might have made 
a different choice in the end. 
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Canada). While the majority of the 
Friends are in the Netherlands, this 
share has dwindled slightly from 
80 to 76 per cent. The number of 
countries with Friends is gradually 
increasing, as the table depicting 
the countries of origin of dues-
paying friends reveals.

Among the four Other Friends 
(all in the Netherlands) we regret 
to report the death of Mr Cajo 
Brendel (1915-2007), who has 
been a Friend from the outset and 
merits our gratitude for donating 
his valuable papers and books on 
revolutionary syndicalism. Last 
year another Friend earned simi-
lar appreciation, thanks to stipula-
tions in this person’s last will and 
testament regarding the Friends.

The financial situation of the 
Friends (see p. 1 5) gave rise to 
the following remarks. As to the 
revenues separate from the mem-
bership dues (for the first time 
exceeding € 10,000!), two new 
donations are noteworthy. The 
first is one of € 7,000 from the 
“Zuster Mart Nienhuis” Founda-
tion, based in Amsterdam and 
dedicated to the advancement of 
women’s history. This foundation 
has been dissolved and has asked 
the Friends to spend this amount 
on the acquisition of beautiful 
posters featuring women. So far, 
a few dozen Chinese posters have 
been purchased. Second, another 
foundation, this one dedicated to 
the history of foreigners in the 
Netherlands, has also disbanded 

and has donated the credit bal-
ance (€ 450) to us. We are espe-
cially grateful to Ben Scharloo at 
AD-Druk for his ongoing support 
to the Friends, as he has printed 
our journal On the Waterfront free 
of charge since the very first issue 
in 2001. As to expenditures, the 

second part of the Krader dona-
tion has been spent mainly on our 
research projects in Moscow (see 
On the Waterfront 12, 2006, pp. 
14-15 and 14, 2007, p. 14-15). As 
proposed by Jaap Kloosterman, 
the director of the Institute, the 
Friends’ contribution to acquisi-
tions for 2007 will be spent on the 
purchase of Voyages de Pythagore 
en Égypte, dans la Chaldée, dans 
l’Inde, en Crète, à Sparte, en Si-
cile, à Rome, à Carthage, à Mar-
seille et dans les Gaules : Suivis de 
ses lois politiques et morales (1799, 
6 vols.), a complete and rare series 
by P. Silvain Maréchal (1750-1803), 
which was missing from the Insti-
tute’s impressive collection on this 
French revolutionary; in addition, 
the catalogue of the Spanish cnt 
archives will be improved. Finally, 
€ 10,000 from the 2008 budget 
will be spent on collections.

At the meeting two annual 
reports were presented on the 
Friends‘ research projects on 
women‘s history and Russian his-
tory (available at our internet site: 
http://www.iisg.nl/research/wom-
enswork.php and http://www.iisg.
nl/research/ussr.php.

2 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 3 2 0 0 4 2 0 0 5 2 0 0 6 2 0 0 7 2 0 0 8

Dues-paying friends on 01-01 0 42 56 62 64 65 68 69 73

Joined during calendar year 42 22 13 5 3 6 1 7 not yet 
available

Left during calendar year 0 8 7 3 3 3 0 3

Other Friends on 31-12 3 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

Total friends on 31-12 45 60 66 68 68 72 72 73 n.y.a.

y e a r  f o r 
w h i c h 
d u e s  h a v e 
b e e n  p a i d

2 0 0 3 2 0 0 5 2 0 0 6 2 0 0 7

Netherlands 51 51 52 55

Belgium 0 0 1 1

Luxemburg 0 0 0 1

Italy 3 2 2 2

Austria 1 1 1 2

Spain 0 1 0 0

UK 2 2 2 2

US 2 4 4 4

Canada 2 3 3 2

Mexico 0 0 0 1

Japan 3 4 4 3

Total 64 68 69 73

Report of the General Friends’ Meeting, 
24 January 2008 

After the opening and welcome 
and the presentation of the 

latest issue of On the Waterfront, 
we discussed changes in member-
ship. As the tables show, member-
ship has continued to grow over 
the past few years, albeit rather 
slowly. 

The dues-paying friends include 
67 at 100 euros a year, 4 at 500 
euros a year (two from Italy and 
two from the Netherlands), and 
two life-time friends at 1,500 eu-
ros (one from the Netherlands has 
been joined recently by one from 



{  14  }

In
te

rn
at

io
na

al
 i

ns
ti

tu
ut

 v
oo

r 
so

ci
al

e 
ge

sc
hi

ed
en

is

in
te

rn
at

io
na

l 
in

st
it

ut
e 

of
 s

oc
ia

l 
hi

st
or

y

{  15  }

o n  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  1 6  ·  2 0 0 8

f i n a n c i a l  r e s u l t s  f o r  2 0 0 7  a n d  b u d g e t  f o r  2 0 0 8
f r i e n d s  o f  t h e  i i s h

f i n a n c i a l  r e s u l t s b u d g e t f i n a n c i a l  r e s u l t s b u d g e t

a s  o f  3 1 - 1 2 - 2 0 0 6 f o r  2 0 0 7 a s  o f  3 1 - 1 2 - 2 0 0 7 f o r  2 0 0 8

€   € € €   € €

o p e n i n g  b a l a n c e 11.583,60 16.744,68 16.744,68 21.879,27

r e v e n u e s

Dues 8.408,01 9.000,00 10.107,33 9.000,00
Donation M. Nienhuis 7.000,00
Donation Krader 150.000,00 87.280,11 87.280,11 0,00
Donation Friends NIWI 11.148,89 0,00
Grant AD-Druk 4.000,00 4.000,00 4.000,00 4.000,00
Revenues “Archievendag” 735,00 0,00
Advertising revenues 240,00 240,00 240,00 240,00
Other revenues 50,00 450,00
Interest 79,75 75,00 47,69 50,00

t o t a l  r e v e n u e s   174.661,65 100.595,11   109.125,13 13.290,00
           

e x p e n d i t u r e s

Publishing costs
On the Waterfront June 3.249,90 4.000,00 3.741,30 4.000,00
On the Waterfront December 3.249,90 4.000,00 3.741,15 4.000,00

  6.499,80 8.000,00   7.482,45 8.000,00
Grants issued
iish, Chinese Posters 2.564,06 4.435,94
iish, donation Krader 150.000,00 87.280,11 87.280,11
iish, collections 2007 6.000,00 6.000,00
iish, collections 2006 12.200,00
iish, collections 2008 10.000,00

  162.200,00 93.280,11   95.844,17 14.435,94
General administrative expenditures
Public relations 800,77 250,00 663,92 250,00
Banking costs and exchange differences 0,00 50,00 0,00 50,00

  800,77 300,00   663,92 300,00

t o t a l  e x p e n d i t u r e s 169.500,57 101.580,11 103.990,54 22.735,94
       

c l o s i n g  b a l a n c e 16.744,68 15.759,68 21.879,27 12.433,33
       

b r e a k d o w n  c l o s i n g  b a l a n c e

Bank balance 40.989,31 26.210,57
Still payable to iish 2003- 2005 -11.500,00 0,00
Still payable to iish 2006 -12.200,00 0,00
Still payable to iish 2007 -6.000,00
Outstanding publishing costs -2.985,89 -1.566,30
Still payable for Nettlau inventory 0,00 0,00
Contributions to be received from Friends 1.575,00 2.275,00
Other revenues to be received 146,26 0,00
Advertising revenues to be received 720,00 960,00

16.744,68 21.879,27



Christiaan van Bochove
The economic consequences of the Dutch
Economic integration around the North-Sea, 
1500-1800 
ISBN: 978 90 5260 291 2, 314 pp., € 29,90

Between 1550 and 1800 the Northern Netherlands went through a 
period of intense economic development. International trade blos-
somed, tens of thousands of foreign workers found employment 
in the Netherlands and many millions of guilders were channelled 
abroad to finance foreign commercial undertakings and government 
policies. This book offers the first systematic analysis of the interna-
tional impact of Dutch economic development and investigates the 
economic consequences of Dutch dominance in the areas borde-
ring the North Sea. By using a wide variety of sources and literature 
the author describes the international flows of goods, people and 
money, focussing on the effects on the prices of everyday goods, the 
wages of labourers and interest rates. This book shows how, by the end of the eighteenth century, 
the development of the Dutch economy had turned the North Sea region into an integrated spatial 
economy that operated at the frontier of what was technologically and institutionally possible.

Sjaak van der Velden, Heiner Dribbusch, Dave 
Lyddon, Kurt Vandaele (eds.)
Strikes around the world
Case-studies of 15 countries 
ISBN 978 90 5260 285 1: 384 pp. € 39,90

Are strikes going out of fashion or are they an inevitable feature of 
working life? The much-proclaimed ‘withering away of the strike’ in 
the 1950s was quickly overturned by the ‘resurgence of class conflict’ 
in the late 1960s and 1970s. The period since then has been charac-
terized as one of ‘labor quiescence’. Commentators again predict 
the strike’s demise, at least in the former heartlands of capitalism. 
This unique study draws on the experience of fifteen countries around 
the world – South Africa, Argentina, Canada, Mexico, United States, 
Korea, Australia, New Zealand, Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, 
the Netherlands, Sweden and the United Kingdom. Covering the 

high and low points of strike activity over the period 1968–2005, the study shows continuing evidence 
of the durability, adaptability and necessity of the strike.

Saskia E. Wieringa (ed.)
Traveling Heritages
New perspectives on collecting, preserving and 
sharing women’s history 
ISBN 978 90 5260 299 8 307 pp., € 25,00

In the context of our increasingly globalized and digitalized world, 
libraries and archives are experiencing major changes. The methods 
used internationally to collect cultural heritage and other historical 
material are shifting, as new media have added important innova-
tive tools for gathering, preserving and sharing information around 
the globe. The International Information Centre and Archives for 
the Women’s Movement (IIAV) in Amsterdam must also find ways to 
deal with these developments. How can a relatively small institute 
such as the IIAV make optimal use of new media? Whose histories 
are represented in its archives? How can it continue to combine the 
three core elements of its mission statement – that is, preserving heritage, contributing to women’s 
empowerment, and adopting an academic orientation and producing knowledge – in an environment 
that is calling for specialization?  In Traveling Heritages, international and national heritage experts 
from academic, library and archival professions, reflect upon the issues mentioned above. 
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