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Introduction

In many respects 2020 was a strange and unsettling year. In the midst of 
the COVID-19 outbreak Henk Wals stepped down as director of the Insti-
tute after a long and successful career and handed over to Leo Lucassen 
on 1 April, with Karin Hofmeester accepting the position of Director of 
Research. The Institute was already closed by then and remained so for 
large parts of the year. In that same month our head of communication, 
Machteld Maris, died after a brief illness, leaving behind her wife and two 
daughters. Her sudden death came as a great shock to all of us.

During those same months COVID-19 forced us to postpone our biannual 
European Social Science History Conference that had been scheduled to 
take place in Leiden in March.

Finally, in 2020 the Black Lives Matter movement was an alert to several 
large Dutch banks and insurance companies of the need to examine their 
history and that of their predecessors with respect to slavery-related activi-
ties. As one of the research centres tasked with this mission, the IISH con-
ducted a number of research projects on this topic.
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Society

Awareness of how slavery impacted long-term structural inequalities and 
caused various forms of institutional racism figured prominently on soci-
etal and political agendas in 2020, and the IISH was very active in linking 
historical research to the societal debate. The eye-catcher was the presen-
tation of the book Slavernij in Oost en West, led and co-edited by IISH senior 
researchers Pepijn Brandon and Matthias van Rossum, together with Guno 
Jones and Nancy Jouwe. The book was commissioned by the municipality 
of Amsterdam, which wanted to know whether and in what measure city 
administrators in the past had been involved in slavery-related activities 
(from trade and financing to selling and processing products from planta-
tions). In August the presentation of the book at the IISH, featuring Mayor 
Femke Halsema, Alderman Rutger Groot Wassink, and descendants of 
enslaved persons, was a major public event that received extensive media 
coverage. 
The book provides a first overview of the full scope of Amsterdam’s involve-
ment in slavery and the slave trade in the Atlantic area and Asia and the 
traces that remain of this past. The main conclusion of the book is that the 
Amsterdam city government had direct, long-term Involvement in the slave 
trade and slavery, all over the world and at a large, multidimensional scale. 
During the presentation Mayor Halsema noted that the book provides a 
foundation for decisions within the Amsterdam city council about possible 
apologies for the role of its predecessors in the slave trade and slavery.

The requests from both the City of Amsterdam and the boards of ABN 
AMRO and Nationale Nederlanden to examine their involvement in the 
slave trade and financing plantations arose from the fundamental study 
published in 2019 by Pepijn Brandon and Ulbe Bosma on the share of slav-
ery-related activities in the Gross Domestic Product of the Dutch Republic. 
This illustrates the fruitful relationship between our longstanding research 
programme on global labour relations and key societal debates. 
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Likewise, the fundamental IISH study on global migrations has given rise 
to publications on migration and integration for a general readership, 
comprising books, articles, and media contributions. This exemplifies once 
again how long-term comparative research is crucial to understand cur-
rent debates on refugees and labour relations. The study also led to a new 
request from the City of Amsterdam, this time to write a popular book on 
Amsterdam’s migration history since the 16th century, which was accepted 
by Jan and Leo Lucassen and will be produced and published in 2021.

Board of Directors
Leo Lucassen (from 1-4-2020), General Director
Sabine Rummens (from 15-9-2020), Director of General Services / 
CFO HuC
Afelonne Doek, Director of Collections and Digital Infrastructure 
(until 1-10-2020)
Karin Hofmeester (from 1-4-2020) Director of Research

Academic Advisory Board: 
Prof. Dr. Jan Luiten van Zanden (chair) 
Prof. Dr. Catia Atunes (new)
Kurt de Belder, MA (stepping down)
Prof. Dr. Ewout Frankema
Prof. Dr. Frank van Harmelen (stepping down)
Drs. Maria Heijne (stepping down)
Prof. Dr. Luuk de Ligt
Prof. Dr. Julia Noordegraaf (new)
Drs. Johan Oomen
Prof. Dr. Hilde de Weerdt 
Prof. Dr. Anne Winter

Supervisory Board of the IISH Foundation
Dr. Henk Wals (Chair)
Zakaria Boufangacha (Member FNV board)
Drs. Marens Engelhard (Director National Archive)
Drs. Agnes Jongerius (Member European Parliament for the PvdA)
Dr. Lilly Knibbeler (Director General Koninklijke Bibliotheek)
Prof. Dr. Sarah de Lange (Political Science, University of Amsterdam)
Drs. Petra Stienen (Senator D66). 
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Research

Despite these initiatives and output from researchers, 2020 was a difficult 
year. Although most staff members carried on with their work, the lack of 
face-to-face social interaction had a deep impact on the vibrant research 
community of the Institute. Nevertheless, projects were continued and 
many excellent books and papers published, whereas seminars and lectures 
were featured online wherever feasible.

While the IISH Research Department is best known for its global labour 
history program, global economic history is among its fields of research as 
well. Bas van Leeuwen co-edited An Economic History of Regional Industrializa-
tion as one of the outcomes of his ERC project.  Another result was Robin 
Philips’ PhD thesis Continuity or Change? The Evolution in the Location of Industry 
in the Netherlands and Belgium (1820 – 2010), which he defended at Utrecht Uni-
versity.

New open access journals

Operating at the intersection of social and economic history, anthropology, 
economics, sociology, political science, ecology, and development studies, 
the Commodity Frontiers Initiative by Ulbe Bosma, Mindi Schneider (Wage-
ningen University), Sven Beckert (Harvard University), and Eric Vanhaute 
(Ghent University) launched their electronic Commodity Frontiers Journal. The 
Initiative is aimed at studying the global past and present of capitalism 
through the lens of commodity frontiers and commodity regimes. 
    
Another important new electronic journal launched this year is the Revista 
Latinoamericana de Trabajo y Trabajadores, edited by Rossana Barragan and 
Lucas Poy. The journal is the fruit of a network of scholars throughout Latin 
America with support from the IISH in conjunction with the Bonn Center 
for Dependency and Slavery Studies. 

https://commodityfrontiers.com/journal/
https://revista.redlatt.org/index.php/revlatt
https://revista.redlatt.org/index.php/revlatt
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Slavery and other forms of coerced labour

Within our research program on the global history of work, working con-
ditions, labour relations, and labour regimes, Matthias van Rossum, Alex-
ander Geelen, Bram van den Hout, and Merve Tosun published Testimonies 
of Enslavement; Sources on Slavery from the Indian Ocean World. In this book 
ten trials are presented from the Court of Justice of Cochin that uniquely 
convey processes of enslavement and relations of slavery. Our research on 
slavery in Asia is supported by the data collection project ESTA (Exploring 
Slave Trade in Asia) for which the database design was finalized this year. 
European trade union reports on working conditions in late-colonial Indian 
industries are the topic of the volume “The Distress is Impossible to Convey” 
British and German Trade-Union Reports on Labour in India (1926–1928), co-edited 
by Marcel van der Linden. Recruitment, employment, and living conditions 
of present-day temporary migrants from South Asia are discussed in the 
report Shifting Labor Frontiers. The Recruitment of South Asian Migrant 
Workers to the European Union, co-authored by IISH visiting fellow Dove-
lyn Rannveig Mendoza and published in conjunction with FNV Mondiaal.

Structured data

For the past 30 years the life courses of individual (working) men and 
women and their families living in the Netherlands in the 19th and 20th 
centuries have been reconstructed by The Historical Sample of the Neth-
erlands (HSN) based at the IISH. In their article ‘Dutch Lives. The Historical 
Sample of the Netherlands (1987−): Development and Research’ in the Open Access 
journal Historical Life Course Studies Kees Mandemakers and Jan Kok 
describe the making of the HSN, take stock of the research it has made 
possible, and discuss possibilities for future research projects, such as con-
necting the younger cohorts of the HSN with the Social Statistical Data-
sets (SSD), curated by Statistics Netherlands. Such linkage would enable 
researchers to trace at least four generations and see how social inequal-
ity has evolved over time. The HSN received an NWO ODYSSEY grant of 
€ 230,000 toward a pilot linkage project. 

https://www.fnv.nl/getmedia/1c4294c1-eb04-48ce-8bb4-8bef95846804/Report-Shifting-Labor-Frontiers-DEF.pdf
https://www.fnv.nl/getmedia/1c4294c1-eb04-48ce-8bb4-8bef95846804/Report-Shifting-Labor-Frontiers-DEF.pdf
https://doi.org/10.51964/hlcs9298
https://doi.org/10.51964/hlcs9298
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Protests against social inequality caused by or connected to labour relations 
are discussed in various publications by IISH researchers and fellows. Pepijn 
Brandon, Peyman Jafari, and Stefan Müller co-edited the Open Access book 
Worlds of Labour Turned Upside Down. Revolutions and Labour Relations in Global 
Historical Perspective on revolts, rebellions, and other forms of protest related 
to labour relations in various parts of the world. IISH fellow Ivo Zandhuis 
defended his PhD thesis Dwarsliggers. Motieven om te staken bij de Centrale 
Werkplaats in Haarlem tijdens de spoorwegstakingen van 1903 at Erasmus Univer-
sity. Sjaak van der Velden published a richly illustrated catalogue of strikes 
organized in the Netherlands over the last six centuries entitled Het Groot 
Stakers Boek.

The changing position of global and national labour organizations is 
outlined by our colleagues Stefano Bellucci and Rosa Kösters. The first co-
edited a book The Internationalisation of the Labour Question Ideological Antago-
nism, Workers’ Movements and the ILO since 1919. It offers a nuanced impression 
of the hundred-year-old organization. In addition, Rosa Kösters in conjunc-
tion with De Burcht Wetenschappelijk Bureau voor de Vakbeweging co-
authored De vakbond en de werkvloer, op zoek naar nieuwe relaties on the role of 
Dutch trade unions on the shop floor since the 1960s. 

Finally, the IISH Publications Department was a driving force in construct-
ing the KNAW Humanities Cluster Diamond Open Access platform for 
scholarly journals, which started in July. The platform showcases independ-
ent Dutch scholarly journals. Openjournals.nl offers them an easily accessi-
ble route to becoming Open Access. This platform has been realized thanks 
to a three-year project grant from NWO. The platform went live at the end 
of the year.

https://brill.com/view/title/57285
https://brill.com/view/title/57285
https://www.deburcht.nl/app-download/?item_id=73
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Data & collections

The Data & Collections Department was the most heavily impacted by the 
Corona restrictions. For most of the year, the IISH building was closed, and 
staff members were required to work from home. The physical collections 
were therefore not available for use and could not be processed. Digitiza-
tion projects were halted. The travel ban imposed by KNAW made main-
taining relations with international partners and starting new acquisition 
or digitization projects virtually impossible. And our social partners in the 
Netherlands were obviously affected as well and were thus hardly able to 
work with us on their archives and collections.
This period was lonely and frustrating for many staff members. Still, they 
tried to make the best of the situation and took part in several major 
improvement projects from home. Titles were added to descriptions of 
posters and buttons, while missing country and language codes were 
entered for other records. Reading room staff tried to continue online ser-
vices by providing more scans and research services. 
At the beginning of the year the reorganization of the Collections Depart-
ment got under way. The aim was for the department to operate more 
integrally based on the continuous work processes. As part of the new Data 
& Collections department, an enrichment team was formed to make data 
from collections and research more usable.
In 2020 we succeeded in improving the technical infrastructure signifi-
cantly. In 2019 we started the application process for accreditation as a 
Trusted Digital Repository. Our effort culminated in the acquisition of the 
Core Trust Seal in May. In addition, as part of the new infrastructure, all 
image, audio, and video material was made available in the international 
IIIF standard. 
https://iisg.amsterdam/en/blog/iish-acquires-core-trust-seal

CoreTrustSeal Board
W www.coretrustseal.org E info@corestrustseal.org
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Language of origin

The IISH collections comprise a great many books, periodicals, archives, 
and other items in non-Western languages and alphabets. In our catalogue 
this material has been described using transliterations into the Latin alpha-
bet. In some cases the transliteration systems are non-standard, dated, or 
inconsistent.
Describing these items in their original language alphabet makes them 
much easier for subject specialists to discover, especially for people from 
the countries and regions of origin of the materials, and does greater jus-
tice to the context in which they were produced. In a small project we 
recruited native speakers of Amharic, Arabic, Bengali, Farsi, and Tamil (stu-
dents and holders of asylum status) to input data in the language of origin 
for thousands of items in our catalogue.

Communist resistance fighters in a WW2 portal

A Memorial Book of Dutch communist resistance fighters in the Second 
World War was never published, but the letters and completed forms with 
their details and photos were carefully preserved and later stored in the 
CPN archive housed at the IISH. The resulting documents and the list of 
names of more than 1,000 communists who were killed have been reor-
dered and corrected within a Metamorfoze project of the Network Oorlogs-
bronnen (Second World War sources) with the IISH. All documents are now 
available via open access through the IISH catalogue. 
https://iisg.amsterdam/en/blog/archief-communistisch-verzet-de-tweede-wereldoorlog-
gedigitaliseerd

https://iisg.amsterdam/en/blog/archief-communistisch-verzet-de-tweede-wereldoorlog-gedigitaliseerd
https://iisg.amsterdam/en/blog/archief-communistisch-verzet-de-tweede-wereldoorlog-gedigitaliseerd
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Most significant grants

•	 ABN AMRO project, the slavery past of the bank: € 400,000 
•	 Metamorfoze project, SDAP archive: € 415,000
•	 NWO, Veni Erik Odegaard: € 250,000
•	 NWO, Odyssey grant for the Historical Sample of the 

Netherlands (HSN): € 230,000

Social Media Archiving

The Netwerk Digitaal Erfgoed (Dutch Digital Heritage Network) in conjunc-
tion with the IISH organized an online question hour about social media 
archiving via Zoom. Participants from all over the country asked questions 
about how to archive Twitter accounts and Facebook pages, and which soft-
ware works best to harvest social media. The discussions focused mainly on 
the ‘how’ of social media archiving and less on ‘why’ and ‘is that allowed?’



Scholarly and societal (Professional + popularising)
publications

% Open access refereed articles in journals

Output
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Scholarly output-types 2018 2019 2020

Scholarly articles 

   refereed

   non-refereed

Chapters in books 

   refereed

   non-refereed

Books

  refereed

   non-refereed

Reports

PhD Theses

-

29

1

41

2

11

1

2

2

 

27

0

 

35

1

 

16

0

1

2

 

36

  5

 

  29

  8

 

  9

  3

  1

  1

Total 89 82 92

Scholarly publications, by output type, 
listed according to refereed and non-refereed.

Source: Pure

Societal output-types 2018 2019 2020

Articles 

   Popularising  

   (Professional)

Chapters in books 

   Popularising  

   (Professional)

Books

   Popularising  

   (Professional)

Reports

   Popularising  

   (Professional)

-

16

21

1

10

1

3

0

0

 

29

15

 

4

3

 

1

3

 

0

0

 

34

18

 

0

4

 

1

0

 

0

1

Total 52 55 58

Societal publications by output type possibly 
listed according to popularising (for a general readership) 
and professional.

Output
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